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Europe is suffering from skills gaps across the economy, reinforced by a declining labour force. Around 
one-quarter of European companies have faced difficulties in finding employees with the right skills, while another 
half report some difficulties. 77% of EU companies report that even newly recruited employees do not have the 
required skills. While challenges related to skills shortages are widespread across advanced economies, the need to 
address them is particularly acute in the EU. Demographic headwinds imply a shrinking labour force in Europe, while 
the US population is projected to expand in the coming decades. In this setting, a European strategy to address skills 
gaps – focused on all stages of education – is essential.
 

Decarbonisation will also require new skills sets and job profiles.
The undersupply of skills in Europe owes to declines in education and training systems that are failing to 
prepare the workforce for technological change. Educational attainment in the EU – as measured by the OECD’s 
PISA scores – is falling. While education and training are a national competency, EU investments have yielded 
relatively poor results. The EU should overhaul its approach to skills, making it more strategic, future-
oriented and focused on emerging skill shortages. The report recommends that, first, the EU and Members States 
enhance their use of skills intelligence by making much more intense use of data to understand and act on existing 
skills gaps. Second, education and training systems need to become more responsive to the changing skill needs 
and skill gaps identified by the skills intelligence. Curricula need to be revised accordingly, also involving employers 
and other stakeholders. Third, to maximise employability, a common system of certification should be introduced to 
make the skills acquired through training programmes easily understandable by prospective employers throughout 
the EU. Fourth, the EU programmes dedicated to education and skills should be redesigned, so that the funding 
allocated can achieve a much greater impact.

High energy costs in Europe are an obstacle to growth. Around half of European companies see energy costs as a 
major impediment to investment – 30 percentage points higher than US companies. Energy-intensive industries (EIIs) 
have been hit hardest: production has fallen 10-15% since 2021 and the composition of European industry is changing, 
with increasing imports from countries with lower energy costs. The graph on the next page  depicts the situation.
 
The EU’s decarbonisation goals are also more ambitious than its competitors’, creating additional short-term 
costs for European industry. The EU has put in place binding legislation to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 55% by 2030 compared to 1990 levels. The US, by contrast, has set a non-binding target of a 50-52% reduction 
below (higher) 2005 levels by 2030, while China only aims for its carbon emissions to peak by the end of the decade. 
These differences create massive near-term investment needs for EU companies that their competitors do not face.
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Europe must confront some fundamental choices about how to pursue its decarbonisation path while preserving 
the competitive position of its industry. Black-and-white solutions are unlikely to be successful in the European 
context. Emulating the US approach of systematically shutting out Chinese technology would likely set back the 
energy transition and therefore impose higher costs on the EU economy. Most importantly, the “European Green 
Deal” was premised on the creation of new green jobs, so its political sustainability could be endangered if 
decarbonisation leads instead to de-industrialisation in Europe – including of industries that can support 
the green transition.

Europe will need to deploy a mixed strategy that combines different policy tools and approaches for different industries. 
Executing this strategy will require a joint decarbonisation and competitiveness plan where all policies are aligned 
behind the EU’s objectives. Priority areas to be addressed include, first, lowering energy costs for end users 
by transferring the benefits of the decarbonisation and accelerating the decarbonisation of the energy 
sector in a cost-efficient way, leveraging all available solutions. Second, capturing the industrial opportunities 
presented by the green transition, ranging from remaining at the forefront of clean tech innovation to manufacturing 
clean tech at scale to leveraging the opportunities from circularity. Third, levelling the playing field in sectors 
more exposed to unfair competition from abroad and/or facing more exacting decarbonisation targets than their 
international competitors – including applying tariffs and other trade measures where warranted.

A key goal is to accelerate decarbonisation in a cost-efficient way, leveraging all available solutions through a 
technology-neutral approach. This approach should include renewables, nuclear, hydrogen, bioenergy and carbon 
capture, utilisation and storage, and should be backed by massive mobilisation of both public and private finance.

Simplify the EU Taxonomy for Sustainable Finance, which may also contribute to improving access to finance, 
notably for SMEs (not yet covered), to the extent that creditors or investors value sustainability with a green finance 
premium. The EU Taxonomy is a tool to improve the transparency of corporate activity with respect to environmental 
standards and goals. Reporting is mandatory for large companies, and – based on the scoring – investors looking for 
investment in sustainability may select high-performing companies. SMEs have so far been excluded, which spares 
them the administrative burden of sustainability reporting. However, it also excludes them from benefits in terms of 
sustainable investment (green premium). Extension to SMEs should be accompanied by the provision of tools. The 
supply of sustainable biomass as fuel or feedstock is deemed insufficient to replace fossil fuels on a permanent basis. 

When it comes to circular economy, there are multiple obstacles preventing the Single Market for the 
circular economy. For most product/material streams (except e.g. certain metals), secondary raw materials are 
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more expensive compared to primary raw materials, and recycling tends to be more expensive than landfilling. 
The economics however tend to change if the negative environmental externalities associated with the resource-
intensive (energy, carbon) production of primary raw materials would be internalised. Another obstacle is the 
lack of investment in infrastructure for circularity. This investment gap not only relates to product design, R&I and 
circular economy business models, but crucially also to the basic infrastructure for separate collection, sorting, 
preparing for re-use and recycling. Finally, obstacles with respect to an uneven playing field in terms of waste 
criteria hinder a Single Market for circularity. This happens across Member States and even regions, with very 
heterogeneous approaches to the end of waste, leading to a fragmented Single Market with high administrative 
burden and costs for businesses, and low recycling rates, but also vis-à-vis third countries undermining the integrity 
of the recycled content obligations and leading to a loss of critical EU recycling capacity since recyclers cannot 
compete with the subsidised imports. 

In addition to ensuring the availability of quantitatively and qualitatively sufficient secondary materials, establishing 
a circular economy also requires policies that enable green premia for categories of recycled material that do not 
have a business case at present otherwise. Two areas of action are private demand stimulus and public procurement 
– as measures supporting business models for circularity in industrial manufacturing. Transparency (Digital 
Product Passport) as well as minimum content requirements for recycled materials in new products have 
the potential to support the private uptake of recycled materials. Both measures are part of the Ecodesign 
for Sustainable Products Regulation and related sectoral legislation. The Commission shall closely monitor their 
effectiveness and adapt them accordingly.

The report of Mr Draghi supports the introduction of building codes to strengthen green demand in the 
construction sector, with harmonisation across the EU to enable the development of common standards in 
construction and upstream industries (complementing the supply-side incentives for circularity in construction in 
the EU Taxonomy). 
He also supports low-carbon criteria and minimum environmental sustainability requirements for public 
procurement when applying the principle of most economic advantageous tender (MEAT) in EU public procurement 
directives. This can be launched by the EU for procurement values above the threshold at which EU rules apply, and 
later become pan-European legislation for Member States. Green public procurement can be implemented by, 
for example, applying adjustment factors based on lifecycle emissions to the economic evaluation of bids, 
or through the establishment of shadow prices for the emissions associated with each proposal. More focus 
in public procurement on what to buy should, however, avoid a large administrative burden (the current framework 
has led to 52 legislative acts for product groups, of which 43 have been already published or, at least, adopted).

Trade policy will be fundamental to combine decarbonisation with competitiveness, securing supply chains, growing 
new markets and offsetting state-sponsored competition. As supply chains for some clean technologies are highly 
concentrated, the EU has win-win opportunities to strategically partner with other regions in targeted steps of clean 
technology supply chains. Like-minded neighbouring regions with access to low-cost renewable energy sources and 
raw materials could help Europe accomplish its energy and climate goals in an affordable manner while widening 
the diversification of supplies.

While dependencies are a two-way street, Europe is vulnerable to both coercion and, in extreme cases, 
geo-economic fragmentation. Europe has extensive external dependencies, ranging from critical raw materials 
(CRMs) to advanced technologies. Many of these dependencies could become vulnerabilities in a situation where trade 
fragments along geopolitical lines. Around 40% of Europe’s imports are sourced from a small number of suppliers 
and difficult to substitute, and around half of these imports originate from countries with which it is not strategically 
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aligned. To reduce its vulnerabilities, the EU needs to develop a genuine “foreign economic policy” based 
on securing critical resources.

The financing needs required for the EU to meet its objectives are massive, but productive investment is 
weak despite ample private savings. To meet the objectives laid out in this report, a minimum annual additional 
investment of EUR 750 to 800 billion is needed, based on the latest Commission estimates, corresponding to 4.4-4.7% 
of EU GDP in 2023. For comparison, investment under the Marshall Plan between 1948-51 was equivalent to 1-2% of 
EU GDP. Delivering this increase would require the EU’s investment share to jump from around 22% of GDP today to 
around 27%, reversing a multi-decade decline across most large EU economies. However, productive investment in 
the EU is not rising to this challenge. Since the Great Financial Crisis (GFC), a sizeable and persistent gap has opened 
between private productive investment in the EU and the US.

Refocusing implies that the EU should be more rigorous in applying the subsidiarity prin-ciple and exercise 
more “self-restraint. Initiatives should be taken to reinforce the administrative capacity and role of national 
parliaments and Member States in their control over EU legislative activity. Moreover, EU institutions should apply a 
“self-restraint” principle in policymaking, both by better filtering future initiatives and by streamlining the existing acquis.
The regulatory burden on European companies is high and continues to grow, but the EU lacks a common methodology 
to assess it. The Commission has been working for years to reduce the “stock” and “flow” of regulation under the 
Better Regulation agenda. However, this effort has had limited impact so far. While direct comparisons are obscured 
by different political and legal systems, around 3,500 pieces of legislation were enacted and around 2,000 resolutions 
were passed in the US at the federal level over the past three Congress mandates (2019-2024). During the same period, 
around 13,000 acts were passed by the EU. Despite this increasing flow of regulation, the EU lacks a quantitative 
framework to analyse the costs and benefits of new laws.

Companies in Europe face three main hindrances from the rising weight of regulation. First, they need 
to comply with the accumulation of or frequent changes to EU legislation over time, translating into overlap and 
inconsistencies. For example, a Business Europe gap analysis of 13 pieces of EU law flagged duplication across 169 
requirements, including differences (29%) and outright inconsistencies (11%). Second, EU companies face an extra 
burden due to national transposition, for instance as Member States “gold plate” of EU legislation or implement 
laws with divergent requirements and standards from one country to another. Third, EU regulation imposes a 
proportionally higher burden on SMEs and small mid-caps than on larger companies, yet the EU lacks a framework 
to assess these costs. About 80% of Commission Work Programme items are relevant to SMEs but only around half 
of impact assessments substantially focused on these companies. The EU also lacks a commonly agreed definition 
of small mid-caps and readily available statistical data. 

To start lowering the “stock” of regulation, the report recommends appointing a new Commission Vice 
President for Simplification to streamline the acquis, while adopting a single, clear methodology to 
quantify the cost of the new regulatory “flow”. At the start of each Commission mandate, before adopting new 
EU legislation, a fixed period of at least six months should be devoted to systematically assessing and stress-testing 
all existing regulation by sector of economic activity.  Mr Draghi proposes a single methodology to be developed 
and consistently applied within the Commission across its impact assessments, to control (and reduce 
where needed) the cost of new legislation for all operators – while taking into account national spillovers. 
The single methodology would pay special attention to the costs for SMEs and small mid-caps.

Some examples of regulatory burden.  The EU’s sustainability reporting and due diligence framework is a major source 
of regulatory burden, magnified by a lack of guidance to facilitate the application of complex rules and to clarify 
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6.12 EOS response to the EU Consultation  
on the Single market strategy for 2025
In early 2025, the European Commission launched a 
public consultation to shape a new Single Market Strategy 
aimed at strengthening Europe’s economic resilience, 
competitiveness, and strategic autonomy. The initiative 
reflects the EU’s commitment to modernizing the Single 
Market in light of evolving challenges—including green 
and digital transitions, global competition, and persistent 
regulatory fragmentation. The consultation invites 
stakeholders across sectors to contribute ideas and identify 
priorities for action, with a strong focus on SME support, 
simplification of rules, and the removal of cross-border 
barriers. EOS actively engaged in this process, underlining 
the importance of a well-functioning Single Market for the 
woodworking and forest-based industries, and advocating 
for policies that foster innovation, sustainability, and fair 
access to raw materials and markets.

EOS Feedback on the EU Consultation  
on the Single Market Strategy for 2025
EOS, the European Organization of the Sawmill Industry, 
fully supports reports by Enrico Letta and Mario Draghi 
which reiterated that creating a truly integrated single 
market is critical for European competitiveness and 
welcomes the new initiative of having a 28th regime 
announced in the Letta Report and mentioned by the 
President of the EU Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, 
at the World Economic Forum. Companies operating in 
the European Single Market will certainly benefit from the 
possibility to operate across our Union under one single 
set of rules. 

We will outline below some general principles which we 
believe are important for a thriving single market. After this, 
a summary of our main asks will be followed by a more 
detailed section about our specific requests. 

the interaction between various pieces of legislation. The goal of this framework is to strengthen rules concerning 
the social and environmental information that companies have to report. This entails a major compliance cost for 
companies in the EU, ranging from EUR 150,000 for non-listed undertakings to EUR 1 million for listed ones. Moreover, 
risks of overcompliance (e.g. over-reporting) exist across the value chain. Reasons for this currently include unclear 
definitions and requirements, for instance concerning the application of the ‘do no significant harm’ principle within 
the EU taxonomy and its alignment with the related assessment for the EU budget; burdensome and potentially 
overlapping methodologies for emissions accounting between the eco-design for sustainable products regulation, 
the ETS and the product environmental footprint.

The waste and packaging waste legislation has been repeatedly identified as a major source of regulatory 
cost for SMEs due to overlapping horizontal and sectoral requirements. It sets out principles for waste and 
packaging waste management and emphasises the need for companies to adhere to strict requirements on waste 
handling, disposal and recycling not to endanger human health or the environment. However, in the absence of EU-
level criteria, Member States and even EU regions currently apply deeply diverging rules and reporting categories. 
A lack of common rules or interpretation causes uncertainty for EU operators and recyclers, requiring producers to 
manage a superset of data fields to satisfy all national reporting obligations. Moreover, regulatory overlaps within 
and across product, chemical and waste legislation create unnecessary costs for businesses and administrations 
due to the duplication of compliance checks, legal uncertainty and the risk of sanctions. With regard specifically 
to permitting, a gap analysis of 13 pieces of EU law, including the Waste Framework Directive, flagged duplication 
across 169 requirements, including differences (29%) and outright inconsistencies (11%). Finally, provisions may be 
duplicated or economic activities covered both by general framework legislation and sector-specific rules.
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General principles:
As value chains become more and more European, cross-
border market integration is key for businesses. Our sector 
is made up mostly of micro and small enterprises and 
studies have stressed that SMEs would most benefit from 
a more integrated single market. Harmonizing rules is key 
but two principles should be followed:
•	 National implemented legislation should not go beyond 

EU-set targets (gold plating).
•	 Harmonization measures need to result in a convergence 

of enforcement: it happens that the EU-set rules are 
satisfactory but lack of compliance from Member States 
undermines the single market efforts.

Many studies show that the EU is losing competitiveness 
vis-à-vis other geographies1. Moreover, these also indicate 
that SMEs often face proportionally higher compliance 
costs compared to larger enterprises, primarily due to 
limited resources and the fixed nature of certain regulatory 
expenses. Indeed, only a limited number of EU legislative 
acts provide regulatory simplification for SMEs, resulting 
in these businesses bearing similar bureaucratic burdens 
as larger companies. To address this, a more business- 
and investment-friendly environment should be created. 
Simplification of rules, reduction of regulatory and 
administrative burden and consistent application of both 
ex-ante and ex-post assessments of policy choices should 
remain centre-stage in order to ensure that the EU Single 
Market is the best place to do business and work. Single 
Market legislation should consistently reflect the market 
integration ambition through reduction of barriers and be 
future-proof: it should allow for innovation, flexibility for 
business to respond to fast-changing environment and 
enable new business models.

EU internal market strategies shall be tailored in order 
to address the unique challenges and opportunities of 
specific sectors as different sectors face distinct regulatory 
environments and market conditions such as competition 
levels, technological advancement, and consumer 
behaviour vary significantly between sectors. 

1	  To name just a few: Real Instituto Elcano (2024), Bruegel (2020), European Round Table for Industry (2024). And of 
course, competitiveness is at the heart of both the Letta and especially the Draghi report.

Summary of the main sectoral asks:
•	 Support SMEs by simplifying market access, reducing 

barriers and promoting their integration into the value 
chain.

•	 Develop new, harmonized, European standards 
to support the Construction Products Regulation. 
Strengthening (more resources) and speeding up 
standardization work is essential.

•	 Consistent methods for calculating and reporting 
product carbon emissions should be established across 
the EU in alignment with the building-level EU framework 
for the national calculation of whole life carbon that 
the Commission is to establish under the 2024 Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive recast.

•	 Second generation of Eurocodes: a coordinated EU-wide 
strategy is necessary to guide Member States in adopting 
the updated codes uniformly and efficiently.

•	 A unified digital platform for certification, product 
compliance, and Building Information Modeling (BIM) 
would streamline processes and reduce administrative 
burdens.

•	 Logistics plays a critical role in supporting the 
development of the EU internal market by ensuring 
the efficient flow of goods and services across borders: 
improving cross-border rail and road transport to reduce 
transport costs is important.

•	 Harmonize customs practices.
•	 Goods that fail to comply with EU legislation and 

standards shall not be permitted to circulate in the EU 
market.

Detailed sectoral requests:
•	 Support for SMEs:

-	 Facilitating SME participation in the EU single market 
through sectorial strategies aiming at simplifying 
market access, reducing barriers, and promoting their 
integration into value chains.

-	 Set up a funding programme for SMEs to assist retailers 
in modernizing their logistics and infrastructure (e.g. 
digital tools for supply chain management or climate-
neutral logistics).

-	 Help SMEs tackle the problems and effects of 
demographic changes.



EOS ANNUAL REPORT  2024 - 2025

181

•	 Second generation of Eurocodes:
-	 The introduction of the second generation of 

Eurocodes brings both significant potential and 
challenges that require structured EU-level action.

-	 Clear implementation plan: A coordinated EU-wide 
strategy is necessary to guide Member States in 
adopting the updated codes uniformly and efficiently. 
This clarity will help mitigate potential inconsistencies 
and delays.

-	 Tailored approaches for skills and education: 
Investments in education, training, and benchmarking 
are essential to ensure that the industry understands 
and adopts the new codes effectively. These resources 
will be critical to prevent knowledge gaps from creating 
operational bottlenecks.

-	 Harmonization of Nationally Determined Parameters 
(NDPs):
•	 While NDPs provide flexibility to accommodate 

national variations, their current structure risks 
fragmenting the market.

•	 A centralized, EU-facilitated process to monitor 
and harmonize NDPs would greatly enhance 
transparency and reduce compliance burdens for 
businesses operating across borders.

-	 Avoiding Disruption: SMEs face challenges in 
scaling and complying with complex regulations, 
thus the adoption of new codes is expected to 
disproportionately affect SMEs, which often lack the 
resources to navigate complex changes. Proactive 
measures, such as targeted funding and training, are 
needed to prevent disruptions and ensure equitable 
adaptation across the industry.

•	 Construction products harmonization:
-	 Develop new, harmonized, European standards 

to support the Construction Products Regulation. 

2	  In its recently published research note on offsite construction, the EU Commission reckons that offsite construction 

offers significant environmental advantages, including lower life cycle emissions, reduced waste, more efficient use of materials, 
and a higher rate of material reuse. However, it is also asserted that significant regulatory hurdles persist, including range from 
permitting and building codes and standardisation, insurance – which affect the feasibility, cost, and scalability of offsite construc-
tion – to limitations in public procurement and fragmented demand across Member States. We endorse conclusions of the report 
such: “A standardised regulatory framework is important for the scalability of offsite construction. Currently, Member States have 
different building codes, which can lead to inefficiencies and increased costs for companies operating across borders. Establishing 
and using consistent standards in line with Eurocodes for prefabrication and modular construction components would simplify 
regulatory compliance, reduce production delays, and encourage cross-border trade. Moreover, aligning national building codes 
with the new Construction Products Regulation (CPR), would help strengthen the single market, enabling companies to scale 
operations and achieve economies of scale. Standardisation would allow for greater. 
interoperability, with prefabricated components being designed, manufactured, and used across various EU jurisdictions without 
requiring major modifications, ultimately enhancing the competitiveness of offsite construction within the single market.”

Harmonized European standards are the backbone 
of the EU single market so these need to be leading 
edge for the single market to thrive.
•	 For example, there is no harmonized Cross 

Laminated Timber standard in Europe, which should 
be addressed, and older harmonized standards need 
to be reviewed and updated (also as part of the 
Construction Products Regulation acquis process).

•	 Strengthening (more resources) and speeding 
up the standardization work is essential for the 
development of the European single market - and 
for the development of both construction emission 
reduction and affordable housing: new/updated 
construction standards support more efficient 
project delivery, which can reduce costs and as part 
of this they support off-site construction.2 

•	 Carbon emission metrics harmonization:
-	 The increasing focus on carbon emissions in the 

building sector highlights the urgent need for 
harmonized EU standards.

-	 Unified metrics: Consistent methods for calculating 
and reporting product carbon emissions should 
be established across the EU in alignment with 
the building-level EU framework for the national 
calculation of whole life carbon that the Commission 
is to establish under the 2024 Energy Performance of 
Buildings Directive recast.

-	 Harmonized thresholds: In line with the Construction 
Products Regulation (CPR), uniform thresholds 
for emissions in construction products should be 
introduced to avoid market fragmentation and ensure 
smooth cross-border product integration.

-	 Facilitation of trade: A harmonized system will enable 
timber products to align with national emission 
reduction targets, which should be consistent across 
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the Union, while supporting their seamless trade and 
adoption across Member States.

•	 Digitalization:
-	 Digital tools and platforms offer transformative 

opportunities for the construction industry, particularly 
in product compliance and integration. A unified digital 
platform for certification, product compliance, and 
Building Information Modeling (BIM) would streamline 
processes and reduce administrative burdens.

-	 Increasing EU support for digital product information 
standardization and advancing BIM methodologies 
will accelerate adoption, improve collaboration, and 
enhance efficiency throughout the supply chain.

-	 Foster e-commerce and data analysis tools, so as 
to support the wood industry and retail to better 
understand trends and demand for efficient production 
and marketing.

•	 Logistics plays a critical role in supporting the 
development of the EU internal market by ensuring 
the efficient flow of goods and services across borders. 
Therefore, the following actions shall be encouraged:
-	 Enhance efficiency in supply chains and ensure timely 

delivery of raw materials and finished goods. 
•	 Support logistic projects, such as improved rail and 

road infrastructure, to reduce transportation costs 
and improve inefficient infrastructure especially for 
bulky or heavy wood products.

-	 Regional approach: strengthen regional supply chains 
and minimize transportation costs and distances.

•	 Harmonize customs practices:
-	 customs rules and especially finding the correct 

Harmonized System (HS) code for imported goods 
differs from country to country.

-	 importing the very same product in two Member States 
(MS) can lead to two different HS code classifications, 
leading to different duties – leaving an unjust situation 
for companies in the one MS.

Boosting the internal market for the EU wood industries 
requires a comprehensive strategy that can support the 
sector in contributing to economic growth, environmental 
goals, and regional development. Specifically: 
•	 Raw material supply - Forests: 

-	 Facilitate private investments in reforestation and 
afforestation projects to secure a long-term raw 
material supply while contributing to climate goals.

-	 Support investments in sustainable forest management 
as this is one of the most climate-intelligent ways to 
provide high value raw materials and products for the 
(European) society.

-	 Forests should not be seen as a speculation asset: 
sustainable forest management, which ensures a 
reliable supply for the wood value chain, should be 
prioritized over the use of forests solely for carbon 
management purposes.

•	 Sustainability and Circular Economy:
-	 The woodworking sector is pivotal in achieving EU 

climate goals through the adoption of renewable 
materials and circular economy practices. Policies 
should prioritize wood as a key resource for low-
carbon construction and ensure its integration into 
EU sustainability frameworks. This would reinforce 
the sector’s role in reducing emissions while driving 
innovation. Policies should also support innovative 
projects and initiatives that benefit both the wood 
industry and retail, such as the development of 
durable, modular wood products or low-carbon 
production methods. This can help to kickstart Carbon 
Removal Certification Framework relevant projects and 
achieve the EU climate goals. 

-	 Facilitate investment in logistics for recycling and 
repurposing wood by-products, turning it into new 
products or energy sources.

•	 Promotion of sector:
-	 Launch of a joint EU focused information campaign 

to raise consumer awareness about sustainable wood 
products produced within the EU single market and 
communicate their value.

-	 The sector and the institutions should collaborate 
to support sustainable wood products by promoting 
the European wood supply chain as a global Unique 
Selling Proposition.

-	 Skills: Develop training and upskilling initiatives to 
address skills gaps in the wood industries, particularly 
in high-tech manufacturing and sustainable forestry.

-	 Strengthen retailers’ trust in European wood product 
quality.

To put it succinctly, there is a need for a harmonization 
of regulations for wood production and the sale of wood 
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products to reduce bureaucratic hurdles for both the 
industry and retail.

Last but not least, a single market works best if it is well 
protected from outside goods which are not compliant with 

the single market rules, laws, and standards. Goods that 
fail to comply with EU legislation and standards shall not 
be permitted to circulate in the EU market. The scrutiny 
and checks performed by competent authorities should 
be consistent across the Union. 

6.13 Trade Issues
US Tariffs
As of end of April 2025, EOS is following with interest the 
trade moves of the new US administration and the reaction 
of the EU institutions. 

On 12 March, the United States imposed tariffs of up to 
25% on imports of steel, aluminium, and certain products 
containing steel and aluminium from the European Union 
and other trading partners. In response, the Commission 
has launched a series of countermeasures to protect 
European businesses, workers and consumers from the 
impact of these trade restrictions.

At the beginning of April, the US administration announced 
the introduction of reciprocal tariffs on products from 
around the world. These additional tariffs were set 
individually for each of the United States’ most significant 
trading partners. The implementation of these tariffs was 
planned in two phases: initially, the US imposed a general 
10% additional tariff on nearly all countries, effective April 5. 
For select countries with a particularly high trade deficit with 
the US, additional tariffs were set to increase individually. 
These specific additional tariffs were scheduled to take 
effect on April 9. As a result, the additional tariffs would 
total 20% for the EU, 34% for China, 24% for Japan, 25% 
for South Korea, and 31% for Switzerland.

However, not all products were subject to these additional 
tariffs; most lumber articles were exempt. This exemption, 
however, is likely only a temporary respite, as it pertains to 
an ongoing US investigation (the Section 232 investigation) 
focused specifically on the timber market, which may lead 
to the future introduction of targeted tariffs on timber 
products. This investigation is expected to be completed 
by November of this year at the latest.

On April 10, President Trump abruptly announced a pause 

on tariffs, at least regarding the individual rates set for 
many countries. The new minimum 10% tariff, which had 
taken effect on April 5, remains in place for goods from all 
countries. In response, the European Union suspended 
its countermeasures against US trade tariffs to allow time 
for negotiations between the EU and the US. This decision 
delays for up to 90 days the EU’s planned countermeasures 
against US tariffs on EU steel and aluminum imports, 
coinciding with the US’s own 90-day delay of its reciprocal 
tariffs. The pause in countermeasures will last for three 
months, until July 14, pending the outcome of the 
negotiations between the US and the EU.

EOS sent the following letter to the Commission at the 
end of March and at the beginning of April, reacting to 
the consultation that the Commission conducted among 
stakeholders to test the ground for the retaliatory package 
in response to the measures against steel and aluminium. 

EOS highlighted its strong opposition to including American 
wood products as part of the retaliatory package. 
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The response of the Commission is reported below: 
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Japanese Agricultural Standards Revision
JAS0600 standard is under the regular quinquennial review 
in 2025. In the last 2020 review the JAS0600 standard 
remained unchanged for European spruce, which remained 
for now in the SPF group.

However, in the 2025 review the European industry is 
requested to collect and submit to MAFF – the Japanese 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan – the 
strength data for European spruce

EOS has established a working group which worked hard 
starting from Summer 2023 to find a solution to this issue.

The Working Group tackling this issue has managed:
•	 To establish contacts with the Japanese authorities 

and also with the help of the European Commission it 
was possible to postpone the deadline to provide the 
strength data

•	 To send a credible project to the Japanese authorities 
regarding the submission of strength data

•	 To contact test laboratories across Europe and inspectors 
which have performed the test

•	 To appoint a project manager overseeing the project
•	 To find an agreement regarding cost sharing among 

participants. EOS will also contribute to the cost sharing 
with a small amount

As of April 2025 the project has reached its final stages. 
The final report with the updated strength data for the 
Japanese authorities has been sent. The Japanese Food 
and Agriculture Materials Inspector Center informed the 
members of 2x4 JAS review committee of the draft for the 
JAS revision. This draft is on public comment for 30 days 
and MAFF has started in mid-April the period for public 
comments. 

According to the draft, Norway Spruce will be listed in the 
SPF group, which would mean that it will be possible for all 
dimension lumber sawn spruce to keep being exported to 
Japan, even for companies that as of today do no deliver 
any dimension lumber sawn spruce to Japan. EOS hopes 
in this positive outcome. So, if everything goes well, there 
will be no change in the stamp for exporters.
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7. High Level Conferences 
co-organized by EOS	
The International Softwood Conference (ISC) and the 
International Hardwood conference (IHC) are co-organized 
by EOS and ETTF, which are also the holders of the event. 
The International Softwood Conference (ISC) is organised 
annually, instead the International Hardwood Conference 
(IHC) is a biannual event. The conferences are organized in 
turn by a member federation of EOS or ETTF: this means 
that the conferences take place every year in different 
countries, which are usually decided one year in advance. 

In 2024 the ISC took place in Taormina (Italy) and the IHC 
took place in Vienna. As usual the quality of presentations 
was top class. In 2025 the ISC will take place in Oslo while 
the IHC will take place in Antwerp in 2026. 
Below a summary of the ISC 2024 and IHC 2025 as well as 
the announcement for the ISC 2025. 
The ISC 2025 on top of the conference day will also 
feature some side events which will surely attract many 
participants.

7.1 International Softwood Conference 2024 –  
Press Release

Press Release, Taormina 18th October 2024

AMID A CHALLENGING 2024 THE EUROPEAN SOFTWOOD INDUSTRY 
HOPES TO TURN A CORNER NEXT YEAR

On the 17-18th of October 2024 the 72nd edition of 
the International Softwood Conference was held at 
the UNAHOTELS Capotaormina. The Conference was 
hosted by the FederlegnoArredo, which co-organized 
the event with the two usual partners: the European 
Organization of the Sawmill Industry (EOS) and the 
European Timber Trade Federation (ETTF).

Taormina (Italy), 18th October – The event drew many 
participants as around 230 people – coming from over 20 
countries all over the world – attended the conference. The 
event was opened by a macroeconomic overview provided 
by Marco Fortis, which showed that many factors, including 
geopolitical tensions and a slowdown of globalization, 

are having a negative impact on the global and European 
economy. Italy is a partial exception to this having done 
comparatively better than its European neighbours over 
the last couple of years.

During the first day of the Conference, information-packed 
sessions about the market trends were followed with 
attention by the audience. This year’s conference was 
marked by its truly global flair with presenters focusing 
not just on European markets, but on North America, China, 
Japan, MENA, India, Australia and New Zealand. While there 
were regional differences, in some cases significant, it is 
apparent that 2024 has been overall a challenging year 
for the softwood industry across the world – but probably 
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slightly better than expected at the end of 2023. The big 
question mark for operators in the sector is whether the 
market has bottomed out and 2025 can really be the year 
of recovery. 

After peaking in 2021, softwood production has significantly 
fallen over the last few years to adjust to the demand 
decline. If forecasts for 2024 are confirmed, at the end of 
the year production will be 12% lower than in 2021. Next 
year production is expected to grow by 2-3%. 

Morten Bergsten, Vice-President and Softwood Chairman 
of ETTF, and Herbert Jöbstl, President of EOS, delivered 
similar messages in their presentations from their 
respective vantage points of user and producer. Production 
in the sector has been curtailed to accommodate weak 
demand. Sawn softwood prices have sharply declined from 
the peaks observed during 2021 and 2022. This is mainly 
due to the downfall of the construction sector. However, 
there might be light at the end of the tunnel. As it was 
reported by numerous speakers at the Conference interest 
rates have started falling across the world, which might 
trigger an upturn in the construction sector, which would 
be vital for sawmillers and traders alike. If the market does 
have already bottomed out, the recovery is expected to be 
sluggish at least in the short-term. 

One element that was singled out not just by the European 
presentations but also by Canadian presenters is the 
availability and affordability of raw materials. 

Mr Jöbstl in particular showed that the availability of raw 
materials has reached record low levels across Europe. At 
the same time, logs prices have reached record high levels 
in the Nordic countries, which is denting profitability of 
the sector. This happened in a low-demand environment. 
When demand resumes, there is a risk of logs prices being 
structurally too high. The industry is thus called to explore 
any possible solution to increase efficiency, including a 
further increase of log yield, automation, AI solutions etc. 

When it comes to trade, Mr Bergsten forcefully emphasized 
that EU sanctions on the Russian and Belarusian wood 
products should be respected by all players in the 
woodworking industry, which strongly condemns the 
residual imports of such products via third countries. 

Governments across Europe are invited to fully enforce 
these sanctions and make sure loopholes are avoided. 

European and North American presenters alike stressed that 
costs have shot up remarkably over the last few years. While 
inflation is now cooling down, the new, higher cost structure 
remains, which is a further reason why boosting efficiency 
for the industry is even more important. Production will 
structurally decline in British Columbia and in the US West, 
while demographic tailwinds across North America point to 
a favourable demand outlook over the next few years. This 
leaves opportunities for European exporters to keep playing 
an important role in parts of North America. 

Presenters showed that other markets, with the partial 
exception of Japan, have seen their imports shrink in 2024 
amid several local challenges (instability in the Middle 
East, housing market crisis in China). A presentation on the 
Indian market persuasively argued the long-term potential 
of India as an importer of European sawn softwood. 

The second day of the Conference included three different 
panel discussions regarding issues of interests to both 
traders and sawmillers. The first panel discussion saw 
interesting exchanges on the wider role that forests will play 
in the future. Panellists stressed that long-term projections 
concur in predicting an increasing demand for roundwood 
as wood-based products will be an important part of the 
efforts to decarbonize the European economy. At the same 
time, there might be challenges in meeting this demand 
as the supply of wood from forests is not expected to grow 
considerably due to a number of factors including forests 
disturbances and political decisions. 

The second panel discussion was about the building sector, 
in particular the commercial relationship between Austria 
and Italy. While the overall construction market is not doing 
well, wood as a building material has achieved a good 
market share in some European countries over the last 
few years. During the panel inspiring wooden buildings 
projects were presented. The potential of wood products 
in decarbonizing the built environment were stressed 
by panellists as well as its many other qualities which 
make wood an attractive material to build. Challenges 
remain when it comes to scaling up solutions and further 
mainstreaming the know-how on how to build with wood. 
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Last but not least, the third panel discussion consisted in a 
thorough assessment of the EU Deforestation Regulation in 
the light of recent political developments. The exchanges 
of view focused on the challenges that nevertheless remain 
despite the announcement of a possible one-year delay 
(pending approval of the EU Parliament). Despite the 
publication of guidelines for the application of the EUDR, 
uncertainties are still present and feasible solutions shall be 
found having in mind the complexity of integrated supply 
chains such as the wood-furniture sector. 

Forest owners, traders, wood and furniture industries are 
closely working together and in consultation with the 
relevant national competent authorities to enable the 
application of such an ambitious Regulation. 

The next edition of the International Softwood conference 
will take place in Oslo, Norway on 22/23 October 2025. More 
information will follow in due course. For more information 
on the 2024 edition, please visit the website 
https://www.iscevent2024.com. 

KEY MESSAGES of the International Softwood  
Conference 2024

Marco Fortis, Economic Outlook  
(Edison Foundation)
Mr Fortis introduces the Conference from a general 
economic point of view.

The economic outlook for 2024 presents a dual scenario 
of positive growth juxtaposed with persistent challenges. 
Global economic growth is expected to accelerate, 
reflecting recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
various geopolitical tensions, including the Russo-Ukraine 
war and ongoing issues in the Middle East and Taiwan, 
continue to pose risks.

Supply chain disruptions, increased protectionism, and 
political challenges further complicate the economic 
landscape. In Europe, Germany is perceived to be in a crisis 
due to rising energy prices, repercussions from the Russo-
Ukraine war, and a slowdown in the automotive sector. 
Conversely, Southern European economies, particularly 
Italy and Spain, are showing stronger performance 

compared to their northern counterparts. Inflation impacts 
are affecting household spending, and there remains a lack 
of a unified European industrial strategy, contributing to 
ongoing economic vulnerabilities.

Italy exhibits signs of recovery, bolstered by reforms and 
an export boom, having surpassed Japan to become 
the world’s fourth-largest exporter. Political stability and 
resilient public finances are promising, yet concerns linger 
over reduced residential construction and the need for 
careful fiscal management. However, competitor pressures 
arise from European decarbonization goals, which may 
hinder future competitiveness.

Globally, while U.S. growth remains strong, China is facing 
a slowdown, impacting oil prices amid OPEC production 
cuts. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) projects 
global GDP growth stabilizing around 2.6% in 2024 and 
2.7% in 2025.

Overall, while post-pandemic recovery holds potential, 
a combination of geopolitical uncertainties, inflationary 
pressures, and sector-specific challenges paint a complex 
picture of the economic environment in 2024.

Morten Bergsten, Europe Consumption 
(ETTF Vice President for Softwood)
Mr Bergsten delivers his usual presentation about 
softwood consumption in Europe. The year 2024 largely 
unfolded as he predicted at the International Softwood 



EOS ANNUAL REPORT  2024 - 2025

190

Conference 2023, but the decline in wood consumption 
was considerably smaller than expected, which is a 
positive sign. Consumer confidence seems to be slowly 
coming back, albeit there are significant differences among 
countries. The main takeaways from the ETTF Member 
countries are reported below: 
•	 Belgium – Small increase in building permits, and 

therefore also consumption, but on a low level
•	 Netherlands – Recovering from a low level of houses 

completed in 2024
•	 Germany – Lowest housing starts and new permits ever 

– struggling 
•	 Denmark – Expecting a small increase in activity in 2025 

– positive economic outlook
•	 France – The market share of wood in construction and 

renovation is growing
•	 Italy – Growth in the Italian economy mainly driven by 

domestic demand
•	 Austria – Increasing development in timber construction 

– focus on building in wood
•	 Spain – DIY market is still struggling, mainly due to private 

are prioritizing ”living”
•	 Greece – Is ”back on track” and performing better than 

rest of EU
•	 Morocco – Economy is on a growth path, and the 

WorldCup 2030 is accelerating development
•	 Switzerland – Swiss timber construction companies have 

record high capacity utilisation

Mr Bergsten forcefully emphasizes that EU sanctions on 
the Russian and Belarusian wood products should be 
respected by all players in the woodworking industry, 
which strongly condemns the residual imports of such 
products via third countries. Governments across Europe 
are invited to fully enforce these sanctions and make sure 
loopholes are avoided.

For the next few months, while activity is anticipated to pick 
up marginally, there remains significant speculation among 
producers and users regarding the balance of production 
and consumption. 2025 is not going to be the easiest year 
but it should be better than 2024 barring major shock – 
the fundamentals driving the use of wood remain strong. 
Wood is a large part of the building transition and the fact 
that (with the quite important exception of Germany) most 
countries have quite positive expectations for 2025 bodes 

well for the consumption of wood. The sector however 
needs to remain alert and vigilant.

Herbert Jöbstl, Europe Production 
(EOS president)
Mr Jöbstl’s presentation is about the European softwood 
markets from the producers’ point of view. The sawn 
softwood market in Europe is experiencing significant 
challenges, which began in the second half of 2022 and 
have continued into 2024, marked by declining production 
and consumption levels. In the early months of 2024, 
production and consumption are expected to be lower 
than in 2023, which itself was already a low point.

The reasons for this downturn include rising raw material 
prices, particularly in Nordic countries, alongside stagnating 
sawnwood sales, which have severely impacted industry 
profitability. Other costs, such as energy and labor, remain 
high. Export markets, crucial for the softwood industry, have 
also faced difficulties, especially in major markets where 
demand is weak, although Southeast Asia has emerged 
as an exception.

The construction sector’s slowdown in Europe has 
been a primary factor for the decreased consumption 
of sawnwood. However, there are preliminary signs of 
recovery, fueled by interest rate cuts from the European 
Central Bank, which may stimulate construction activity. 
The decline in building permits is more limited than the 
decline in housing starts, which is a good sign. 

Production levels in European Organization of Sawmill 
Industry (EOS) countries have dropped significantly from 
a peak in 2021. Over the last three years production has 
declined by 12%, which is significant but probably less 
than many people expected at the beginning of 2024. 
Conversely, some growth (2-3%) is anticipated in 2025 
assuming a recovery in construction markets.

Regarding raw materials, the availability index for raw 
materials has been declining, reaching its lowest recorded 
level in recent years. While timber prices in the Nordics 
remain high, prices for sawnwood have decreased, 
creating a discrepancy between log and sawnwood 
prices across Europe, which dents the profitability of 
the industry.
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In exports, EU exports of sawn softwood peaked in 2022 but 
have since declined, with Europe’s share in the US market 
slightly dwindling due to lower prices. Chinese imports 
have similarly decreased, notably from major European 
countries with Russia and especially Belarus gaining market 
share. Despite a general market contraction, the Southeast 
Asian region shows potential for growth, with increased 
exports from European suppliers.

Overall, the sawnwood market is facing a challenging 
environment but might see recovery signs due to interest 
rate adjustments and emerging market opportunities. 
However, in the face of a possible structural decline in 
the availability of raw materials, the sector has to strive to 
improve efficiency as much as possible – high costs are here 
to stay so the focus has to be on operational efficiency as 
well as investments in automation.

The increasing market share of wood as a building material 
is a positive sign but should not be taken for granted.

Don McGregor, Western Canada  
(Western Forest Products)
Mr McGregor provided a comprehensive overview of 
Western Forest Products, a specialty lumber company 
based in British Columbia, Canada. This company is 
recognized for its commitment to sustainable forestry 
practices and environmental stewardship, operating within 
a region known for its rich natural resources and diverse 
ecosystems.

Western Forest Products specializes in a variety of wood 
products, including appearance, structural, and industrial 
offerings. The company sources timber from a range of 

species, such as cedar, hemlock, balsam, and Douglas fir, 
which are utilized in various applications, from outdoor 
living structures to engineered wood products. This 
diverse product range not only meets the needs of local 
markets but also caters to global demand, showcasing the 
company’s ability to adapt and innovate in a competitive 
landscape.

A significant aspect of Western Forest Products’ operations 
is its dedication to environmental sustainability. The 
company ensures that all managed tenures are third-party 
certified, reflecting its commitment to responsible forestry 
practices. This includes reforesting every hectare harvested 
and actively participating in carbon sequestration efforts. In 
2023 alone, the company planted over 4.4 million seedlings, 
demonstrating its proactive approach to maintaining forest 
health and biodiversity.

Moreover, Western Forest Products places a strong 
emphasis on partnerships with Indigenous Nations. The 
company collaborates with approximately 50 First Nations, 
focusing on strategic partnerships and co-ownership 
models. 

A number of challenges affecting forestry in British is 
causing the availability of raw materials to stagnate or 
even dwindle over the next few years. So, in an increasingly 
challenging environment companies have to be ready to 
become even more competitive to survive and thrive.

The presentation also addresses various market access 
challenges that the company faces, including the 
European Deforestation Regulation and the ongoing US 
Softwood Lumber Dispute. These challenges highlight 
the complexities of operating in a global market, 
where regulatory frameworks and trade dynamics can 
significantly impact business operations. In response, 
Western Forest Products is moving up the product-value 
chain by incorporating engineered wood products, 
which are increasingly in demand for their versatility and 
sustainability.

In conclusion, Western Forest Products exemplifies a 
modern forestry company that prioritizes environmental 
stewardship, sustainable management, and strong 
partnerships with Indigenous Nations. By navigating market 

In the photo: ISC Panel Debate
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challenges and focusing on innovative product offerings, 
the company is well-positioned to meet the evolving 
needs of its customers while contributing positively to 
the ecosystems and communities it operates within. 

Christian Provost, Eastern Canada  
(Boscus Canada Inc)
Mr Provost delivered a comprehensive overview of the 
current state and future projections of the softwood lumber 
market, particularly from an Eastern Canadian perspective. 
The ongoing softwood lumber dispute between Canada 
and the USA is a significant issue since November 2016. The 
current combined rate of tariffs has increased to 14.54%, 
with projections indicating that this rate may double by the 
second half of 2025. Canada has actively challenged these 
tariffs through international trade agreements, including 
the WTO. 

There is a consolidation process ongoing in the Canadian 
softwood sector with the market share in terms of 
production of the top 10 mills growing from 57% to 68% 
from 2018 to 2023. Production in Canada is projected to 
increase 3% in 2024 after decreasing by 5% in 2023. 

The dynamics of Canadian trade flows are analysed by 
Mr Provost: in 2023, Canada exported approximately two-
thirds of its softwood production, with the USA being the 
primary destination. The challenges faced by Canadian 
producers are also discussed, including recent mill 
curtailments due to various factors such as forest fires, 
which have impacted the allowable annual cut (AAC) and 
the availability of timber. These curtailments have led to 
a significant decrease in production, with some mills in 
British Columbia announcing shutdowns. Overall capacity 
is declining in BC, stable in Eastern Canada, increasing 
in the US South and basically stable in other European 
regions. 

The imports of European softwood plays an important 
role in North America and it is expected to remain so, 
particularly locally in areas close to ports which receive 
European goods. 

Demographics play a crucial role in shaping the market, 
as it is stressed the impact of Canadian immigration on 
population growth and housing demand. The influx of new 

residents is expected to drive demand for housing, which 
is already facing affordability challenges. The presentation 
cites the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) projections, indicating a substantial need for new 
housing stock in the coming years.

The discussion also touches on the importance of real 
estate as a core investment, particularly in light of the 
anticipated wealth transfer among generations. The 
presentation notes that younger buyers are increasingly 
focused on sustainability and energy efficiency in their 
housing choices, reflecting a shift in consumer preferences.

In terms of production, the presentation outlines the 
regional volumes of softwood lumber, detailing the 
contributions of various Canadian producers and the 
challenges they face, including rising costs and labor 
shortages. The wood pellet market is also mentioned, with 
exports showing significant figures from British Columbia 
and Quebec.

Overall, the presentation paints a picture of a complex 
and evolving market, where trade disputes, demographic 
shifts, and environmental factors converge to shape the 
future of the softwood lumber industry in Canada and 
its relationship with the USA. Mr Provost underscores 
the importance of adapting to these challenges while 
capitalizing on emerging opportunities in the housing 
market.

Marc Brinkmeyer, USA 
(Idaho Forest Group)
Mr Brinkmeyer, the owner and chairman of Idaho Forest 
Group (IFG), reflects on a family legacy of agriculture 
spanning over 500 years, highlighting the importance of 
adapting to modern agricultural practices. He discusses 
the significant timber capacity of IFG, which totals 1.59 
billion board feet across various facilities. 

The U.S. softwood lumber production is projected to 
increase by 2% in 2024 and by 10% by 2027, with the U.S. 
South emerging as the primary lumber producer due 
to due to ample timber supplies, a favorable operating 
environment, and good supply chain. The U.S. South 
continues to capture market share as Canadian imports 
trend lower.
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Southern Yellow Pine (SYP) has grown to represent 39% of 
total production over the past decade, driven by high yields 
and lower costs. However, the industry faces challenges 
such as labor shortages, rising costs, and declining housing 
starts, which are projected to drop by 3% in 2024. Recent 
low prices caused significant capacity curtailments and 
closures, even in the U.S. South. 

In the construction market, affordability has worsened 
and it is difficult for many younger aspiring buyers to enter 
homeownership. Housing starts, which declined by 8% in 
2023 and are projected to further fall by 3% in 2024, will 
probably slowly grow in 2025 and 2026.

The author emphasizes the need for innovative solutions 
to manage residuals, which constitute 45% of a log’s value, 
and the importance of sustainable forest management 
practices. Low natural gas is a boon for US manufacturers 
compared to European ones but conversely it poses a 
problem when it comes to placing residuals in the market.

The presentation also touches on the impact of U.S.-Canada 
trade relations on the lumber market, with significant duties 
imposed on Canadian imports. Mr Brinkmeyer advocates 
for the use of technology and research to enhance forest 
health and improve the economic viability of timber 
resources. The long-term viability of the sector is dependent 
on an adequate supply of raw material. 

When it comes to the coming presidential elections, it 
seems to close too call even if former President Trump 
seems to have a positive dynamic over the last few weeks. 

In short, we have likely seen the bottom to the current 
cycle, but markets will not see strong growth over the next 
year. Imports will fall but remain elevated as European and 
Chinese consumption continues to struggle. Costs remain 
elevated, especially for western species.

Fredrik Westling, Japan 
(Forssell Timber)
Mr Westling, after presenting his company, discusses the 
current state of the Japanese wood market, particularly 
the glulam industry, which is a significant sector for 
wooden houses. It notes that Japan is facing a decreasing 
population and a lack of workforce, alongside a record 

weak Yen and low inflation rates. The softwood market 
is highlighted as one of the largest for wooden houses, 
with two main construction methods: Traditional Post & 
Beam and 2x4 constructions. However, there is a slight 
downward trend in wooden residential houses, with a 
20% decrease in area per unit since 2000. Non-residential 
wooden structures account for only 8% of the total area, 
but the government aims to double wood usage from 
2022 to 2032 to compensate for the decline in residential 
construction. 

Mr Westling also focuses on the local forest and wood 
industry: the presentation mentions that total subsidies 
for the forest and wood industry were 3 billion EUR in 2019, 
with a significant increase in budget requested for 2025. 
Domestic production relies heavily on imported logs, and 
the majority of sawmills focus on the domestic market with 
very low export volumes. The lack of workforce will make 
harvesting increasing difficult. 

The forecast of the next few months and years indicates a 
continued decrease in residential building starts, increased 
automation in the wood industry due to the lack of 
workforce, and a government aim to support domestic 
production. A promising area is the goal of increasing wood 
usage in non-residential buildings.

Notably, the import tax from the EU will be eliminated in 
April 2025, coinciding with the World Expo in Osaka.

Russ Taylor, China 
(Russ Taylor Global)
Mr Taylor, a seasoned consultant in the wood products 
industry, presents an analysis of the current trends and 
issues affecting the China market, particularly in softwood 
lumber and logs.

A significant demographic shift with an aging population 
poses long-term challenges for labour and consumer 
spending in China. China will slowly raise the retirement 
age for the first time since 1978 to stem the decline in the 
labour force, which will be significant anyways.

Mr Taylor highlights the ongoing housing crisis in China, 
characterized by a significant decline in housing starts and 
consumer confidence since 2019. China’s housing crisis, 
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marked by declining consumer confidence and housing 
starts, reflects a broader economic downturn.

Despite the government’s stimulus efforts, the market 
remains weak, with a 70% decline in housing starts and 
a 40% drop in new home sales. Buying apartments – 
so far – has made little financial sense, as apartment 
prices could still drop another 30% in major cities before 
stabilizing.

This is not unprecedented though as the downturn which 
affected the US after the global financial crisis had a similar 
magnitude. 

The construction market crisis is reflected in weaker 
demand for sawn softwood: Mr Taylor reports almost a one-
third plunge in softwood lumber consumption in 5 years 
(2019-2024) but the rate of decline appears to be slowing. 
Interestingly US consumption of sawn softwood dropped 
much more than in China. Why? Because segments other 
than construction are holding their own much better in 
China. These segments include furniture, decoration, 
packaging, outdoor wood, green building etc. Chinese 
construction up until 2017 absorbed about half of sawn 
softwood consumption and probably that percentage 
is now below 50%. The decoration segment is the best 
performing.

At any rate, the market remains very weak with low prices. 
Companies are laying off employees amid the confidence 
crisis. 

Importantly Mr Taylor shows that softwood log imports 
have peaked, and future demand will rely heavily on 
increased softwood lumber imports, which bodes well 
for European exporters. China will need softwood lumber 
to meet over 50% of its softwood needs after 2025. China 
softwood lumber imports will need to increase in 2025-2035 
to offset lower log imports & increasing demand.

Final reflections are devoted to prices for sawnwood in 
China: barring a Covid related boom, they have been 
trending downwards for over 10 years, which is not good 
for exporters.

Gerd Ebner, MENA 
(Timber Online)
Mr Ebner opens his presentation by showing that the young 
population in the MENA region, comprising 221 million 
individuals under 24 years old, is driving a growing need 
for living space. 

Major infrastructure projects are underway, with Morocco 
leading in energy transition efforts, Egypt investing $40 
billion in energy and infrastructure, and Saudi Arabia’s 
Vision 2030 promoting significant investments in futuristic 
cities and tourism. Sporting events, such as the Africa Cup 
in 2025 and the World Cup in 2030, further highlight the 
region’s economic potential.

 The MENA region’s lumber demand is primarily for 
softwood, with stable prices observed. In H1 2024, Sweden, 
Finland, and Russia were the top exporters of softwood 
lumber to MENA, with Egypt being the largest importer. 
Overall Europe accounts for 75% of exports to the region 
while Russia accounts for 18%. While import volumes to 
the MENA region declined by 7% this year, the total value of 
imports dropped by 17%. The highest sawn timber prices 
were recorded for shipments to Morocco, while the lowest 
were seen in Egypt. Sweden remains the largest supplier 
with 1.2 million cubic meters, followed by Finland, which 
saw a 19% decline in volume. Russia has made a comeback, 
with an estimated increase of 3% so far. Austria performed 
exceptionally well, with a 20% increase in exports, in 
contrast to Germany, which reduced its shipments by 20%.

After peaking in 2018-2019 at slightly less than 14 million 
m3, demand in the region has been around 10.8-11.5 
million m3 over the last few years and in 2024 it is expected 
to be 10.8 million m3. 

The average prices for softwood lumber vary significantly 
across MENA countries, with Morocco having the highest 
prices at $360/m3 and Egypt the lowest at $233/m3. In short, 
Mr Ebner summarizes his presentation by stating that:
•	 Stable market ties between Europe and MENA have 

developed over decades with per capita consumption 
in MENA very low

•	 Wood usage in MENA is expected rise and to evolve 
(“green building”).
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•	 In the future, the region will no longer use wooden 
products for single-use purposes but for higher-quality 
and more durable applications.

•	 MENA will need new price levels and material sources.

Glen O’Kelly, Australia and New Zealand
(O’Kelly Acumen)
Mr O’Kelly argues that New Zealand stands out as a large 
exporter of logs (with over 60% of logs harvested destined 
for exports, largest global exporter with over 60 million 
m3;) and a minor player in sawnwood with 4.3 million m3 
production. Australia is also a minor sawnwood producer 
with 3.7 million m3 production but a demand of over 4.3 
million m3. Both countries have relatively low population 
but quite high wood consumption per capita. 

Although Australia is a vastly larger country, New Zealand 
has more softwood plantations. Radiata pine is the main 
softwood plantation species, particularly in New Zealand. 
Radiata pine management is typically a 28-year sawlog 
regime, much shorter than European softwoods. 

An interesting factor with global repercussions is that 
the supply of roundwood from New Zealand is expected 
to peak in 2025 and then decline by 35% in 2035 before 
recovering, which is over 10 million m3. Recent increase in 
planting will not mature until ~2050. Conversely, Australia 
sawlog production is expected to grow by over 4 million 
m3 to peak in 2035/2039. 

Both countries have strong wood consumption traditions, 
which is kept alive and further reinforced by relatively 
new solutions such as CLT, earthquake safety necessities, 
population growth and increasing urbanization with housing 
deficits. Australian governments are injecting stimulus to 
revive construction. The single-housing homes with wooden 
frame share is at 65%, much higher than in Europe. Overall, 
sawnwood production has not kept up with demand, driving 
imports. Europe has become the main source of Australian 
softwood sawnwood imports Europe’s share of Australian 
imports grown from 25% to 70-80%. 

Prachi Kagzi, India 
(Megamet)
In her presentation, Mrs Kagzi underscored the huge 
potential of India in the global wood markets. 

India is characterized by a young demographic and the 
Indian economy has proved remarkably resilient to the 
ongoing impacts of the deteriorating external environment, 
growing faster than most major emerging market 
economies. 

A lot of drivers of sawn softwood imports and consumption 
are trending increasingly good in India, including high 
investment, massive infrastructure development, very low 
local forests surface (relative to the size of India). 

The local sawmill sector is not very developed and there 
is an increasing focus on conservation of forests. 

ITTO predicts an average annual growth of 6.4% in wood 
demand over the next few years. At the moment sawnwood 
is mainly provided by Germany and the USA but there is 
scope to increase imports from many regions. Sawnwood 
(in particular softwood) imports are rising rapidly, but from 
a low base. 

The three main usages of softwood are in the construction 
sector, in the furniture industry and in the packaging sector.
While the future for wood seems bright in India there 
are still a few challenges including poor logistics which 
affects distribution, lack of awareness regarding wood 
potential, too small customers, difficult financing and a 
very fragmented market.

Mrs Kagzi concludes her presentation by arguing that:
•	 PwC report states India could achieve a 9 percent growth 

rate and become a​ $10 trillion economy by 2034​
•	 India export oriented and investor friendly economy
•	 unsustainable domestic production of wood is leading 

to increase in imports

In the photo: ISC Panel Debate
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•	 logging ban, tariff structure favorable to processed logs 
and inefficient sawing leads to sawn timber imports 
increase and round log decrease

•	 customer education, efficient distribution and novelty 
in product availability is the new timber game 

•	 American & European sawmillers are at an advantage 
point

Davide Pettenella, State of EU-global  
relations in the forestry sector  
(Università degli Studi di Padova)
Prof. Pettenella’s presentation addresses the current 
state and future prospects of the wood and forestry 
sector, particularly within the context of the European 
Union’s commitment to climate neutrality and 
sustainable practices. It highlights the increasing 
demand for wood-based products driven by 
decarbonization efforts and the need for innovative 
solutions in the bioeconomy. At the same time, 
European policymakers seem to increasingly stress the 
environmental function of forests which might cause a 
decline in the provision of roundwood supply. 

Key trends indicate a growing reliance on engineered 
wood products, which are essential for greening the 
construction sector and developing new bioeconomy 
products. The presentation emphasizes the importance 
of sustainable forest management and the role of the IATA 
program in achieving net-zero emissions in aviation by 

2050, showcasing the potential of sustainable aviation 
fuels derived from biomass.

The EU’s regulatory framework, including the Carbon Removal 
Certification Framework, aims to enhance carbon credits 
and promote the use of wood in various industries. However, 
challenges persist, such as the reduced carbon sink function 
of European forests, increased demand for biodiversity 
protection, and the complexities of global trade relations.

Additionally, the presentation discusses the implications 
of biomass imports and the need for fair distribution 
of benefits in the global market. It also highlights the 
importance of recycling rates for various materials, 
including wood, as part of a broader strategy to minimize 
environmental impact.

In conclusion, the presentation raises critical questions 
about the seriousness of the EU’s transition to a wood-
based economy, urging stakeholders to consider the 
balance between demand and supply while fostering a 
sustainable future for the forestry sector.

Disclaimer: This summary of the International Softwood 
Conference 2024 has been prepared by the EOS Secretariat 
based on the presentations given during the Conference. 
It has been done to the best of the knowledge of the 
Secretariat, but it does not necessarily reflect the views of 
the presenters of the Conference nor it claims completeness.

7.2 International Hardwood  
Conference 2024 – Press Release

Press Release, Vienna 8th November 2024

AMID LONG-TERM CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES, THE EUROPEAN 
HARDWOOD INDUSTRY LOOKS TO THE FUTURE AFTER A TOUGH YEAR

On November 7-8th the 10th edition of the International 
Hardwood Conference was held at the Hilton 
Vienna Park in the Austrian capital. The Conference 
was hosted by the Fachverband der Holzindustrie 
Österreichs, which co-organized the event with the 
two usual partners: the European Organization of 

the Sawmill Industry (EOS) and the European Timber 
Trade Federation (ETTF).

Vienna (Austria), 8th November – The event drew many 
participants as around 150 people – coming from 26 
countries all over the world – attended the conference. 
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On the 7th participants had the opportunity to attend an 
interesting study tour – the group visited three companies, 
including the innovative parquet company Weitzer Parkett, 
Mühlbauer Holz, a leading timber merchant in Austria, and 
TEAM 7, which produces top-notch, custom-made solid 
wood furniture.

On the 8th the conference was opened by an economic 
overview provided by Christoph Schneider of the 
Economica Institute. Mr Schneider showed that increasing 
global tensions are having a negative effect on stability. 
Businesses will operate in an increasingly challenging 
environment but there will also be opportunities such as 
mainstreaming of artificial intelligence. Silvio Schüler of the 
Austrian Research Centre for Forests delivered an insightful 
presentation on European hardwood forests.

The share of hardwood forests is rising across Europe 
and with climate change trees are growing faster. Forests’ 
health is key for a stable provision of raw materials to 
the hardwood industry. However, climate change and 
forests pests are threatening forests’ vitality. Adapting 
forest management to these changed conditions is very 
important as well as increasing material uses of hardwood.

Presentations about the market situation around the world 
were delivered in the second session of the Conference. 
In their introducing remarks, Mrs Maria Kiefer-Polz, EOS 
Vice-President for Hardwood, and Mr Ad Wesselink, ETTF 
President, argued that in Europe the last couple of years 
were quite challenging for the hardwood businesses. The 
big question mark for operators in the sector is whether the 
market has bottomed out and 2025 can really be the year of 

recovery. The hardwood businesses are also adjusting to a 
new cost structure amid higher costs for energy, personnel, 
equipment etc.

Michael Snow of the American Hardwood Export Council 
showed that 2024 is a quite difficult year on the other side 
of the Atlantic as well. Production in the United States has 
been on a long-term declining trend due to weak home 
demand for basically all hardwood applications. Exports to 
overseas countries are sluggish but, overall, slightly better 
than US demand. However, subdued Chinese demand is 
taking a toll. In his presentation about the Chinese market, 
Mr James Xu of Shanghai AM Forest Products stressed the 
importance of using new sales channels such as local social 
media to maintain market share in the challenging Chinese. 
Innovative sales methods are really gaining momentum 
in China.

Jean-Christophe Claudon of the International Timber Trade 
Organization delivered a presentation about tropical wood. 
Tropical sawnwood production as a share of overall global 
sawnwood production has been relatively stable over the 
last 30 years at around 13/15%. 

A very relevant market for the hardwood industry – the 
parquet market – is also going through a difficult period, 
as Ms Isabelle Brose showed in her presentation on trends 
in the European parquet industry. The sector is focusing 
on incremental innovation such as, among other things, 
water-resistant, acoustic and smart wood flooring. 

In the Q&A session, better promotion of products is 
seeing as crucial for the future of the sector by presenters 
intervening in the morning, particularly as younger 
consumers are increasingly sensitive to environment-
friendly products such as sustainably produced hardwood. 

In the afternoon, Mr Harald Mauser of the European Forest 
Institute, gave an overarching presentation on the impact 
of EU legislation on the forestry sector. Unfortunately, an 
impact assessment calculating EU legislation costs for the 
sector is missing, also considering that policies affecting 
the sector are on the rise. On a brighter, the reduction of 
administrative burdens is one of the targets of the new 
European Commission, but it remains to be seen how 
this will be applied in practice. The enhanced stress on a 
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circular bioeconomy provides opportunities for the sector 
but the policy framework needs to be coherent. Dialogue 
with decision-makers and the wider public will be vital for 
the woodworking industry, including for the hardwood 
industry. 

The audience was then treated to two relevant panel 
discussions.

A crucial topic of the conference, the EU Deforestation-
free Regulation (EUDR), has been addressed in the first 
panel discussion and preceded by a comprehensive 
introductory presentation delivered by Franz-Xaver Kraft 
of GD Holz. The announced “entry into application” delay 
expected to be approved soon by the EU Institutions has 
been unquestionably welcomed by the international 
timber industry, which is working hard to implement 

the challenging requirements imposed by the EUDR. 
Certification schemes such as PEFC and FSC, which 
were also on stage, offer valuable support for companies 
aiming to comply with the EUDR by providing traceability 
frameworks, risk assessment tools, deforestation-free 
standards, and documentation that align closely with the 
regulation’s requirements. While companies may need 
to implement supplementary due diligence measures, 
certification schemes provide an effective foundation for 
ensuring compliance with the EUDR and reducing the 
administrative, legal, and logistical challenges associated 
with the new regulation.

The second discussion was very inspiring and focused 
on innovation in the hardwood sector. The speakers’ 
interventions focused on innovation in hardwood furniture 
and construction, both on the possible uses for hardwood 
in construction and on the potential for wood-based 
hybrid constructions. The last session has been opened 
by an overarching presentation on possible new material 
concepts for the hardwood sector. 

For more information on the 2024 edition of the 
International Hardwood Conference, please visit the 
website https://ihc2024.at/. Also, the 2026 edition of the 
conference, hosted by an ETTF member federation, will be 
announced in the course of the coming two weeks.
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KEY MESSAGES of the International Hardwood  
Conference 2024
Christoph M. Schneider, The Global Economy 
(Economica)
Mr Schneider introduces the Conference from a general 
economic point of view focusing on the effects that the 
global macroeconomic turmoil could have, also on the 
timber market. 

He reminds the audience that increasing freedom in the 
West and in other regions after the second world war has 
heralded an era of stable economic growth. However, 
democracy is in retreat over the last few years. Global 
risks are on the rise, and in the long-term environmental 
ones are prominent. Uncertainty is at high level – not just 
geopolitical uncertainty but also policy-related. Increasing 
conflicts mean that countries devote more and more funds 
to defence. Supply chains are increasingly disrupted by 
conflicts and trade barriers are on the rise. Transportation 
costs are also tending back upwards, and while interest 
rates are trending down, they are still much higher than 
a few years ago. 

Amid all of this, the positive news is that economic growth 
seems relative resilient, but significant downside risks exist 
to the growth projection of 3.2% in 2025. 

Demographic trends, decarbonisation, deglobalisation, 
defence expenses and debt are driving up inflation whereas 
digitalisation is driving it down. African countries population 
is growing disproportionately and will play a bigger and 
bigger role in global markets. For the woodworking 
industries catering to the growing Africa will be important 
in the future. 

Construction markets are subdued in China, USA and 
Europe; the path to climate neutrality is driving demand for 
renewable energies and their upstream inputs and services, 
but often there is too little supply and production capacity 
for demand.

When it comes to wood, Mr Schneider that over the long-
term global prices for timber and sawnwood are relatively 
stable. Forest area is decreasing overall, but in the Northern 

Hemisphere is increasing. Austria punches above its weight, 
particularly in softwood exports. Chinese demand remains 
the main driver of hardwood demand.

Silvio Schüler, Future of hardwood supply  
(Austrian Research Centre for Forests)
Mr Schüler shows that hardwood stocks oaks account for 
10% of European forest stocks, while beech accounts for 
about 6.6% as of 2020. The share of hardwood is about half 
in Central Europe, much lower (one quarter) in Northern 
Europe. Hardwoods overall account for an increasing share 
of European forests and this is expected to continue in the 
coming years and decades. Hardwood stocks are growing 
faster than softwoods. 

This is also apparent in the seedling market, with 
broadleaved seedling increasing continuously and conifer 
seedling, particularly spruce, declining. Quercus Robur 
seedlings increase especially. While these trends refer to 
Austria, in the rest of Central Europe the situation is very 
similar. 

The climate crisis has reached European forests with 
increasing pests, fires and trees increasingly damaged 
by violent storms. Climate change determines change 
in the species distribution. Among the climate change 
consequences, though, there are also positive features as 
trees are growing and maturing more rapidly than in the 
past. Strong thinning also facilitates growth. 

However, the costs of hardwood timber production are 
higher and require more silvicultural know-how so the 
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share of high-quality timber might be limited. Another 
challenge is that at present a large share of broadleaved 
timber is used for biomass production and energetic 
use, so we need to increase the material use. Among the 
pests-related hazardous, oak lace bug is getting more and 
more widespread and the ash dieback too. However, there 
are steps to reduce mortality in ash thanks to selected 
breeding. 

In short, Mr Schüler concludes that the long-term 
perspectives for hardwood timber are improving due 
to higher share of broadleaved, improved growth and 
changing silviculture practices. But hardwood forests face 
increasing threats by climate change and global pests, 
which can be handled as the initial success in ash breeding 
shows. Finally, hardwood timber requires technological 
advancements to make better use of timber resources 
and to contribute stronger to climate change mitigation. 

Michael Snow, the US market  
(American Hardwood Export Council)
Mr Snow shows that sawn hardwood production in the 
United States is in long-term decline and in 2023 it was the 
lowest since the end of the Second World War. 

Until the end of the last century 84% of production was 
absorbed by US demand – more recent figures show that 
just over half of US hardwood production is consumed in 
the States. Industrial products comprise 56% of hardwood 
consumption, whereas the rest is grade lumber. US 
consumption of hardwood grade lumber plummeted after 
2008 and never really recovered. 

As a result of the weaker demand, removals of hardwood 
from forests are declining with trees mortality overcoming 
trees removals in US hardwood forests. Pennsylvania, which 
is representative of the US hardwood forests, has seen its 
forests aging remarkably over the last few years. 

US hardwood exports are not in a great shape either but 
doing better than internal consumption. China has seen US 
imports decline but remains the largest market, followed 
by Canada, which is stable overall, and Vietnam, which 
after a slow 2023 is doing better this year. Red oak lumber 
remains the most sold species in China, followed by walnut 
and cherry. Logs exports to China are instead on the rise.

China is going through remarkable changes amid a very 
weak construction markets and rapidly increasing salaries, 
especially compared to Southeast Asian countries. Its 
demographic future looks bleak.

The largest species exported to Vietnam are yellow poplar, 
followed by white oak and red oak. Mexico is also an 
interesting market which did well after the pandemic, but 
the picture is quite mixed looking forward. Exports to India 
are down 14% y-o-y while the Japanese market is also 
quite weak. Total U.S. hardwood lumber exports to MENA 
& Pakistan reached 45,492 cubic metres in H1 2024, almost 
exactly equal to the same period in 2023.

When it comes to Europe, exports spiked in 2021 and 
2022 but were quite weak last year. The UK remains the 
largest market importing over 100,000 m3 (about one third 
market share), followed by Germany and Italy. Deliveries to 
mainland Europe are slow this year, while the UK market is 
livelier. White oak remains the most sold species in Europe 
by far, followed by tulipwood and red oak. The potential 
of red oak is on the rise. 

Jean-Christophe Claudon, Tropical Timber Markets  
(ITTO)
Mr Claudon delivers a presentation about tropical timber 
markets. “Tropical timber” means tropical wood for 
industrial uses, which grows or is produced in the countries 
situated between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 
Capricorn.

Production from forests stable over the last 30 years (around 
150-160 million m3), while production from plantations has 
been multiplied by 3 over the same period. Plantations 
have higher market share in Latin America, lower in Africa. 
In 1990, it is estimated that production of trop. sawnwood 
represented just 13% of world production of sawnwood. 
This share has been relatively stable over the last 34 years. 
Production has increased by 22% over the last 34% years. 
China accounts for 62% of sawn hardwood imports based 
on recent figures, and the EU just 6%. EU imports of sawn 
tropical hardwood are on a long-term decline. 

When it comes to future projections, Mr Claudon is bearish 
on China and Europe, bullish on the US and see the 
Japanese market as relatively stable. 
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When it comes to furniture:
•	 Vietnam is the biggest exporter of wooden furniture among 

the tropical countries. Its exports represent 13% of the 
total exports of wooden furniture in the world and 56% 
of the total exports of furniture from tropical countries.

•	 Mexico, Malaysia, Indonesia and India represent 32% of 
the furniture exports from tropical countries.

•	 The biggest market of the “tropical” furniture remains 
the US.

•	 90% of Vietnam exports of wooden furniture go to the US. 
The US is expected to import around $15 billion worth 
of wooden furniture from tropical countries (around ¾ 
of their exports of furniture) in 2024.

Finally, Mr Claudon reports about many countries unhappy 
with the EUDR. 

James Xu, Chinese temperate hardwood 
(Shanghai AM Forest Products)
Mr Xu avoids talking about economic specifics of the market 
situation in China, which have been already covered in the 
presentation of Mr Snow. Both beech lumber and logs, and 
oak lumber are logs imports from Europe are declining. 
Oak log imports remain on high level. 

In his presentation, Mr Xu stressed the importance of using 
new sales channels such as local social media to maintain 
market share in the challenging Chinese market. Innovative 
sales methods are really gaining momentum in China. Even 
furniture is sold online with uploading videos on Chinese 
social media. 

Isabelle Brose, European parquet market  
(European Parquet Federation)
Mr Brose delivers an overarching presentation on parquet 
markets especially focusing on innovation. 

The market is in a sobering state with both production and 
consumption declining by around 30% in 2023 vs 2022. 
The largest producer is Poland with 18% market share, 
followed by Austria with 14.5% and Sweden with 12%. The 
largest consumer is Germany with 17.5% market share, 
followed by Italy with 13.5% and Sweden with around 11%. 
European oak accounts for 83% of the market share among 
species and its share has even increased compared with 
a few years ago.

When it comes to innovation, in the words of a parquet 
producer it is not just about inventing something new or 
improving an existing product, but about aligning and 
synchronizing with the emerging forces that will shape 
tomorrow. In the parquet sector is more incremental than 
disruptive. 

The main innovations, which are not generally scaled up yet, 
are the following: water-resistant and waterproof hardwood 
floors, acoustic wood flooring (designed to reduce noise, 
absorb sound and prevent it from reverberating in a room), 
smart wood flooring (With integrated technologies that can 
recognize movement and/or heat up, emit gentle sounds, 
colour tones…), innovative designs (from unusual wood 
grains to intricate inlaid designs patterns).

Harald Mauser, EU policies  
(European Forest Institute)
Mr Mauser provides 
a comprehensive 
presentation about 
how policies in the 
EU are increasingly 
affecting forests and 
the forest-based 
industry. Policies 
which directly or 
indirectly affect the 
sector have boomed 
over the last for years, 
particularly during the first Von der Leyen commission. 
There are 58 initiatives legislative binding affecting the 
sector passed or soon-to-be-passed since 2019, and 36 
not legally binding.
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In the new Commission which is being formed now many 
commissioners will have portfolios which will directly or 
indirectly affect the sector. What is positive is that the new 
Commission will focus on reducing administrative burdens and 
simplifying legislation and improve dialogue with business.

A cumulative assessment of impacts of recent and 
upcoming initiatives at EU Level on the sector is missing 
– the last one was done in 2016, much earlier the recent 
legislative wave. Forests play multiple roles for society but in 
EU legislation it is increasingly stressed their environmental 
functions only. This is regrettable as wood has a big role 
to play in the circular bioeconomy. Priority number one 
should be the phasing out of fossils. In the material sector 
we cannot do that without woody biomass use. 

Mr Mauser acknowledged the importance of the EU forest-
based industry at global scale. In 2022, the EU accounted 
for just 4% of total forest area, but as much as 42% of forest 
products export value. 

Unfortunately, the social license for the industry is more 
and more questioned. Mr Mauser advises the sector to
•	 engage with society and policy makers to inform, raise 

awareness and build trust
•	 create awareness for a holistic view of forest and wood 

by explaining the big picture 
•	 build strategic partnerships with other industry sectors 

that will use more wood in the future for the transition 
towards sustainable and climate friendly production

•	 collaborate with the financing/investment sector to 
create business cases and investment tools adapted to 
the specifics of forests and wood

Franz-Xaver Kraft, EUDR  
(GD Holz)
Mr Kraft provides a comprehensive overview of the 
European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) and its 
implications for various stakeholders in the wood industry. 
It outlines the responsibilities of different entities, including 
EU importers, exporters, forest owners, and both small and 
large enterprises (SMEs and non-SMEs) involved in trading 
and processing wood products.

The EUDR aims to combat deforestation and forest 
degradation by ensuring that products placed on the EU 

market are sourced sustainably. It applies to a range of 
commodities, including wood, and specifies that relevant 
products are categorized under specific HS Codes, as 
detailed in Annex I of the regulation. Notably, the regulation 
does not cover certain items such as packaging, recycled 
products, and bamboo.

A critical aspect of the EUDR is the Due Diligence System 
(DDS) that all operators must implement before placing 
products on the market. This system requires thorough 
documentation and communication along the supply 
chain, including the collection of information about 
suppliers and customers, and the preparation of due 
diligence statements (DD statements). Importers and forest 
owners are particularly emphasized as needing to maintain 
accurate records, including the coordinates of all plots from 
which wood could have been harvested.

Mr Kraft also highlights the timeline for the implementation 
of the EUDR, which officially entered into force on June 
29, 2023, with a transition period during which both the 
EUDR and the existing European Union Timber Regulation 
(EUTR) will apply. By December 30, 2024, the EUDR will be 
the sole regulation governing the trade of wood products, 
marking a significant shift in compliance requirements for 
businesses in the industry.

Risk mitigation measures are a focal point of the regulation, 
as companies must ensure that their suppliers have adequate 
DDS in place and that these systems are applied correctly. 
Yearly audits are recommended to verify compliance, 
although coordination between entities is not mandatory. 
The presentation stresses the importance of timely 
communication, and the sharing of reference numbers related 
to DD statements to ensure compliance and facilitate trade.

In conclusion, the EUDR represents a significant regulatory 
framework aimed at promoting sustainable practices 
in the wood industry. It imposes a heavy bureaucratic 
burden on traders and processors, necessitating clear 
communication and the availability of required information 
to ensure compliance. The presentation stresses the need 
for simplifications and clear guidance to navigate the 
complexities of the regulation, emphasizing the need for 
vigilance against false or incomplete information circulating 
in the market.
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Christian Hansmann, Overview Innovation 
(Wood KPlus)
Mr Hansmann gives an interesting presentation on 
innovation in the hardwood sector to introduce the 
panel discussion on innovation. He notes that presently 
wood markets are dominated by softwoods and overall 
the manufacturing industry is specialised on softwoods. 
However, we know that hardwood resources from the 
forests are on the rise and softwoods, spruce particularly, 
will decline. There is increasing awareness of importance 
for hardwood research. 

The presentation especially focuses on beech. Mr 
Hansmann showcases the Baubuche project, a pioneering 
achievement in structural hardwood use, used in hybrid 
buildings and multi-storey car parks. Thermal-modified 
timber is also an interesting product and gaining 
momentum – saunas in aspen thermowood are showcased. 
He also reports about the first pilot plant to produce textile 
fibres made from beech wood at the Technikum Laubholz 
(TLH) in Göppingen (Germany).

There are however many challenges ahead regarding the 
scalability of these new hardwood solutions, including 
adhesive wood interactions (Complex chemical 
composition of hardwoods causes various adhesion 
challenges in hardwood bonding), hydrothermal treatment, 
emissions analytics (VOC for instance) and control, 
mechanical disintegration of hardwoods, but they are 
being tackled. 

There is also R&D of fire retardants and of novel testing 
methods for evaluation in wood applications.

In conclusion, Mr Hansmann states that: 
•	 Hardwoods have still an untapped potential for further 

exploitation
•	 Underlining operational experience of manufacturers 

with scientific knowledge is a key factor for improving 
quality of hardwood products

•	 Manufacturers must deal with challenges in production 
resulting from differences in materials properties of 
softwood and hardwood.

Cooperation between science and industry is fundamental 
to fostering innovation.

Johannes Konnerth, new material concepts  
for hardwood (BOKU University)
Mr Konnerth states that new material concepts for 
hardwoods include structural strand-based products and 
strip-like laminations. There is increasing understanding 
of the potential of branch wood. Unistrand is a sort of CLT 
analogue strand-based material with good mechanical 
performance for bending, compression, tension. More 
information on the Unistrand project is available at the 
following address: https://forschung.boku.ac.at/en/
projects/15019 

Thomas Krenke, Wood-based hybrid  
constructions (CARpenTiER Project)
Mr Krenke talks about the CARpenTiER Project. A 
description of the project is available at the following 
website: https://www.carpentier.at. The aim of CARpenTiER 
is the development of production technologies for 
wood-based hybrid  constructions in automotive, 
systems and mechanical engineering.  Applications 
include hybrid structures made of laminated wood, 
plywood or strand materials, which can be reinforced 
with natural fibres. In previous research activities of 
the consortium, various demonstrators for the mobility 
sector in multi-material mixed construction have been 
successfully developed. The results show that 10 to 40% 
of the dead weight can be saved by using wood-based 
materials without losing performance. In future this can 
make a positive contribution to climate goals, as weight 
reduction has the highest impact on avoiding greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Mr Krenke also talks about Bio!LIB. By combining wood and 
steel in a battery casing, favourable structural-mechanical 
and thermal properties of both materials can complement 
each other and can therefore be exploited. The project 
Bio!LIB aims to demonstrate that the combination of 
these materials can provide (1) excellent temperature 
management, (2) crash performance, (3) vibration damping, 
(4) thermal propagation containment (at a level of state-of-
the-art enclosures and beyond) in combination with (5) low 
costs and low weight and (6) a small ecological footprint.

These are great examples of cooperation between industry 
and science.
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Simon Lux, flash on hardwood in construction 
(Holzforschung Austria)
Mr Lux intervention is about promotion of hardwood use 
in structural wood products. The technical performance of 
strip-like laminations particularly in beech but also in oak 
has been proven to be above the average. The results of 
the 4-Point bending tests of hybrid glulam beech/spruce 
and oak/spruce have been equally satisfactory. 

This is another good example of cooperation between 
industry and science. 

Hermann Pretzl, flash on furniture  
(TEAM 7)

Mr Pretzl showcases the products of its company. TEAM 
7 produces first class hardwood furniture and reaches 
directly clients through flagship stores – participants at 
the Conference had the opportunity to visit one of these 
stores. The company is also very active on innovation, and 
Mr Pretzl in its presentation focused on the three sheets 
technology. 

Disclaimer: This summary of the International Hardwood 
Conference 2024 has been prepared by the EOS Secretariat 
based on the presentations given during the Conference. 
It has been done to the best of the knowledge of the 
Secretariat, but it does not necessarily reflect the views of 
the presenters of the Conference, nor it claims completeness.

7.3. SAVE THE DATE: The 2025  
International Softwood Conference 

The Norwegian Wood Industry Federation (Treindustrien), 
in collaboration with the European Timber Trade 
Federation (ETTF) and the European Organisation of 
the Sawmill Industry (EOS), invites you to the beautiful 
Norwegian capital, Oslo, for the International Softwood 
Conference 2025.

You will receive the latest updates on the international 
market, including trends, facts, and analysis. The agenda 
covers various aspects related to the competitiveness 
of wood, the availability of raw materials, and market 
opportunities. 
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The conference provides an opportunity to thoroughly 
examine trends in the timber market, focusing on facts 
and figures for softwood production and consumption in 
the most relevant countries worldwide – not just in Europe.

It will be a diverse and rich program featuring hands-on 
speakers with outstanding knowledge of the industry and 
the market. In times of uncertainty and rapid, significant 
changes, the conference offers a unique opportunity to 
come together, expand your network, and get new insights.

From the morning of October 22nd, you are invited to 
choose between five different study tours:
A customer-driven production line at Bergene Holm 
Haslestad, with exact cutting of wood based on specific 
customer orders.
A modern glulam production at Moelven Limtre, including 
a guided tour of the Mjøstårnet high-rise building.
Prefabricated element production at Ringsaker Vegg- og 
Takelementer (RVT), with a tour of the Mjøstårnet high-rise 
building included.
Industrial-made wood building modules at Moelven 
Byggmodul, with a tour of the Mjøstårnet high-rise building 
included.

Wood paint factory at G3 Gausdal Treindustrier, with a tour 
of the Mjøstårnet high-rise building included.

In the evening, you are invited to a cocktail reception at the 
Høymagasinet venue, located on the medieval grounds of 
the Akershus fortress in Oslo.

On October 23rd, the International Softwood Conference 
will be held at the Clarion Hotel Oslo, in the heart of the city 
center. Lunch will be served at the nearby Opera House, an 
architectural marvel and signature landmark rising from 
the fjord.

Meanwhile, partners will be taken on a guided bus tour, 
including a visit to the Munch Museum dedicated to the life 
and works of painter Edvard Munch, followed by Afternoon 
Tea at the Bristol Hotel.

We will then gather for a gala dinner at the Gamle Logen 
restaurant, which combines modern facilities with historical 
elegance and old-world charm.
	
Hold the date – the website for the conference and 
registration will be announced shortly.
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8. 	European Standardisation –  
	 Update
CEN/TC 124 “Timber structures” 

Scope:
Preparation of standards for the structural use of timber, covering : - test methods for the determination of strength and 
stiffness for solid timber, glued laminated timber, mechanical joints, wood based panel products, timber structures and 
their components; - solid timber: preferred sizes, strength grading and strength classes system (included glued laminated 
timber), evaluation of mechanical properties; - glued laminated timber: essential requirements, production requirements 
and control, structural full size finger joints; - mechanical fasteners.

Technical Secretariat(s):
AFNOR
CCMC Programme Manager:
Casper Van Herzele 

Structure of the technical committee
Reference Title

CEN/TC124/WG 1 Test methods

CEN/TC124/WG 2 Solid timber

CEN/TC124/WG 3 Glued laminated timber

CEN/TC124/WG 4 Connectors

CEN/TC124/WG 5 Prefabricated wall, floor and roof elements

CEN/TC124/WG 6 Wood poles

CEN/TC124/WG 7 Preparation of the revision of harmonised standards

Published standards
Reference Date Title

EN 12512:2001/A1:2005 2005-09-28 Timber Structures - Test methods - Cyclic testing of joints made with mechanical fasteners

EN 409:2009 2009-04-01 Timber structures - Test methods - Determination of the yield moment of dowel type fasteners

EN 15736:2009 2009-08-19 Timber Structures - Test methods - Withdrawal capacity of punched metal plate fasteners in handling and 
erection of prefabricated trusses

EN 26891:1991 1991-02-21 Timber structures - Joints made with mechanical fasteners - General principles for the determination of 
strength and deformation characteristics (ISO 6891:1983)

EN ISO 8970:2020 2020-04-01 Timber structures - Testing of joints made with mechanical fasteners - Requirements for timber density (ISO 
8970:2020)

EN 15497:2014 2014-04-30 Structural finger jointed solid timber - Performance requirements and minimum production requirements

EN 789:2004 2004-10-20 Timber structures - Test methods - Determination of mechanical properties of wood based panels

EN 14251:2003 2003-12-03 Structural round timber - Test methods 

EN 1912:2024 2024-05-22 Structural Timber - Strength classes - Assignment of visual grades and species

EN 14358:2016 2016-06-22 Timber structures - Calculation and verification of characteristic values
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Reference Date Title

EN 16784:2016 2016-06-29 Timber structures - Test methods - Determination of the long term behaviour of coated and uncoated dowel-
type fasteners

EN 1382:2016 2016-02-17 Timber Structures - Test methods - Withdrawal capacity of timber fasteners

EN 15228:2009 2009-03-25 Structural timber - Structural timber preservative treated against biological attack

EN 336:2013 2013-10-02 Structural timber - Sizes, permitted deviations

EN 338:2016 2016-04-06 Structural timber - Strength classes

EN 14250:2010 2010-01-27 Timber structures - Product requirements for prefabricated structural members assembled with punched 
metal plate fasteners

EN 14592:2022 2022-04-27 Timber structures - Dowel-type fasteners - Requirements

EN 14374:2004 2004-11-24 Timber structures - Structural laminated veneer lumber - Requirements

EN 14081-3:2022 2022-04-27 Timber structures - Strength graded structural timber with rectangular cross section - Part 3: Machine grading; 
additional requirements for factory production control

EN 380:1993 1993-07-18 Timber structures - Test methods - General principles for static load testing

EN 15737:2009 2009-08-19 Timber Structures - Test methods - Torsional resistance of driving in screws

EN 1381:2016 2016-02-17 Timber structures - Test methods - Load bearing stapled joints

EN 14545:2008 2008-10-01 Timber structures - Connectors - Requirements

EN 14081-1:2016+A1:2019 2019-08-14 Timber structures - Strength graded structural timber with rectangular cross section - Part 1: General 
requirements 

EN 408:2010+A1:2012 2012-07-25 Timber structures - Structural timber and glued laminated timber - Determination of some physical and 
mechanical properties

EN 16351:2021 2021-03-03 Timber structures - Cross laminated timber - Requirements

EN 1380:2009 2009-04-01 Timber structures - Test methods - Load bearing nails, screws, dowels and bolts

EN 16737:2016 2016-05-25 Structural timber - Visual strength grading of tropical hardwood

EN 1383:2016 2016-02-17 Timber structures - Test methods - Pull through resistance of timber fasteners

EN 384:2016+A2:2022 2022-06-08 Structural timber - Determination of characteristic values of mechanical properties and density

EN 383:2007 2007-01-10 Timber Structures - Test methods - Determination of embedment strength and foundation values for dowel 
type fasteners

EN 1075:2014 2014-12-17 Timber structures - Test methods - Joints made with punched metal plate fasteners

EN 12512:2001 2001-11-21 Timber structures - Test methods - Cyclic testing of joints made with mechanical fasteners

EN 14081-2:2018+A1:2022 2022-06-08 Timber structures - Strength graded structural timber with rectangular cross section - Part 2: Machine grading; 
additional requirements for type testing

EN 14229:2010 2010-10-06 Structural timber - Wood poles for overhead lines

EN 594:2011 2011-06-29 Timber structures - Test methods - Racking strength and stiffness of timber frame wall panels

EN 16929:2018 2018-12-12 Test methods - Timber floors - Determination of vibration properties

EN 596:1995 1995-03-22 Timber structures - Test methods - Soft body impact test of timber framed walls

EN 14080:2013 2013-06-26 Timber structures - Glued laminated timber and glued solid timber - Requirements

EN 595:1995 1995-03-22 Timber structures - Test methods - Test of trusses for the determination of strength and deformation 
behaviour

EN 912:2011 2011-07-13 Timber fasteners - Specifications for connectors for timbers
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Work Programme
Project Title Forecasted 

voting date

prCEN/TR XXX(WI=00124205) Timber structures — Preparation of the revision of the harmonised standards  

prEN 1075 rev(WI=00124206) Timber structures - Test methods - Joints made with punched metal plate fasteners 2029-03-09

prEN 12512 rev(WI=00124197) Timber structures - Test methods - Cyclic testing of joints made with mechanical fasteners 2026-08-28

prEN 1382 rev(WI=00124207) Timber Structures - Test methods - Withdrawal capacity of timber fasteners 2029-03-09

prEN 14229 rev(WI=00124209) Structural timber - Wood poles for overhead lines 2029-03-09

prEN 14545-1 rev(WI=00124204) Timber structures - Part 1: Connectors - Requirements 2025-02-17

prEN 14545-2 rev(WI=00124203) Timber structures - Part 2: Ring connectors, shear plates and toothed-plate connectors 2025-02-17

prEN 15736 rev(WI=00124194) Timber Structures - Test methods - Withdrawal capacity of punched metal plate fasteners in handling 
and erection of prefabricated trusses

2026-08-28

prEN 16351 rev(WI=00124208) Timber structures - Cross laminated timber - Requirements 2029-03-09

prEN 408 rev(WI=00124200) Timber structures - Structural timber and glued laminated timber - Determination of some physical and 
mechanical properties

2024-10-17

prEN 409 rev(WI=00124195) Timber structures - Test methods - Determination of the yield moment of dowel type fasteners 2026-08-28

prEN 594 rev(WI=00124196) Timber structures - Test methods - Racking strength and stiffness of timber frame wall panels 2026-08-28

(WI=00124202) Timber structures - Prefabricated wall, floor and roof elements - Structural elements with mechanically 
fixed sheeting made of wood-based boards/panels or gypsum boards/panels on both faces (EN 14732-1)

2025-02-17

(WI=00124210) Timber structures – Fasteners and connectors – Complementary product category rules 2029-03-09

(WI=00124201) Timber structures - Prefabricated wall, floor and roof elements - Structural (load-bearing) elements with 
adhesively bonded sheeting made of wood-based panels on one or both faces (EN 14732-2)

2025-02-17

CEN/TC 175 “Round and Sawn Timber”
Scope:
Standardization of round and sawn timber in all uses, including timber prefabricated products  
and excluding structural aspects.

Technical Secretariat(s):
AFNOR
CCMC Programme Manager:
Casper Van Herzele

Structure of the technical committee
Reference Title

CEN/TC 175/WG 1 General matters, definitions, measurement methods

CEN/TC 175/WG 2 Sawn timber

CEN/TC 175/WG 32 Specific user requirements - Timber in joinery

CEN/TC 175/WG 33 Specific user requirements - Timber in flooring

CEN/TC 175/WG 34 Specific user requirements - Timber in packaging and pallets

CEN/TC 175/WG 37 Specific user requirements - Timber in stairs

CEN/TC 175/WG 38 Specific user requirements - Timber in cladding and panelling

CEN/TC 175/WG 39 Specific user requirements - Fire retardant treated wood

CEN/TC 175/WG 4 Round timber

CEN/TC 175/WG 5 Environmental topics
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Published standards
Reference Date Title

EN 1313-2:1998/AC:1999 1999-06-30 Round and sawn timber - Permitted deviations and preferred sizes - Part 2: Hardwood sawn timber

EN 14220:2006 2006-11-08 Timber and wood-based materials in external windows, external door leaves and external doorframes - 
Requirements and specifications

EN 13183-2:2002/AC:2003 2003-09-17 Moisture content of a piece of sawn timber - Part 2: Estimation by electrical resistance method

EN 1927-2:2008/AC:2009 2009-04-01 Qualitative classification of softwood round timber - Part 2: Pines

CEN/TS 13307-2:2009 2009-12-02 Laminated and finger jointed timber blanks and semi-finished profiles for non-structural uses - Part 2: 
Production control

EN 975-1:2009/AC:2010 2010-09-29 Sawn timber - Appearance grading of hardwoods - Part 1: Oak and beech

EN 14761:2006+A1:2008 2008-07-09 Wood flooring - Solid wood parquet - Vertical finger, wide finger and module brick

EN 13183-3:2005 2005-03-16 Moisture content of a piece of sawn timber - Part 3: Estimation by capacitance method

EN 17456:2021 2021-04-14 Wood flooring and parquet - Determination of top layer delamination of multilayer elements - Test method

EN 1534:2020 2020-01-08 Wood flooring and parquet - Determination of resistance to indentation - Test method

EN 14915:2013+A2:2020 2020-01-15 Solid wood panelling and cladding - Characteristics, requirements and marking

EN 12246:1999 1999-06-23 Quality classification of timber used in pallets and packaging

EN 12248:1999 1999-06-23 Sawn timber used in industrial packaging - Permitted deviations and preferential sizes

EN 1533:2010 2010-08-04 Wood flooring - Determination of bending strength under static load - Test methods

EN 14762:2006 2006-02-15 Wood flooring - Sampling procedures for evaluation of conformity

EN 13228:2011 2011-05-18 Wood flooring - Solid wood overlay flooring elements including blocks with an interlocking system

EN 1313-2:1998 1998-11-18 Round and sawn timber - Permitted deviations and preferred sizes - Part 2: Hardwood sawn timber

EN 13183-1:2002 2002-04-17 Moisture content of a piece of sawn timber - Part 1: Determination by oven dry method

EN 13183-2:2002 2002-04-17 Moisture content of a piece of sawn timber - Part 2: Estimation by electrical resistance method

EN 13647:2021 2021-04-14 Wood flooring and wood panelling and cladding - Determination of geometrical characteristics

EN 1313-1:2010 2010-01-27 Round and sawn timber - Permitted deviations and preferred sizes - Part 1: Softwood sawn timber

EN 13442:2023 2023-04-05 Wood and parquet flooring and wood panelling and cladding - Determination of the resistance to chemical 
agents

EN 1309-2:2006 2006-03-15 Round and sawn timber - Method of measurement of dimensions - Part 2: Round timber - Requirements for 
measurement and volume calculation rules

EN 13227:2017 2017-11-01 Wood flooring - Solid lamparquet products

EN 14342:2013 2013-07-10 Wood flooring and parquet - Characteristics, evaluation of conformity and marking

EN 13629:2020 2020-03-18 Wood flooring - Solid individual and pre-assembled hardwood boards

EN 13556:2003 2003-06-25 Round and sawn timber - Nomenclature of timbers used in Europe

EN 13183-1:2002/AC:2003 2003-09-17 Moisture content of a piece of sawn timber - Part 1: Determination by oven dry method

EN 13226:2024 2024-12-04 Wood flooring - Solid parquet elements with grooves and/or tongues

EN 1315:2010 2010-01-27 Dimensional classification of round timber

EN 1611-1:1999/A1:2002 2002-08-21 Sawn timber - Appearance grading of softwoods - Part 1: European spruces, firs, pines, Douglas fir and larches

EN 16755:2017 2017-10-11 Durability of reaction to fire performance - Classes of fire-retardant treated wood products in interior and 
exterior end use applications

EN 16481:2014 2014-06-18 Timber stairs - Structural design - Calculation methods

EN 14221:2006 2006-11-08 Timber and wood-based materials in internal windows, internal door leaves and internal doorframes - 
Requirements and specifications

EN 1611-1:1999 1999-08-18 Sawn timber - Appearance grading of softwoods - Part 1: European spruces, firs, pines and Douglas firs

EN 16755:2017/AC:2018 2018-07-18 Durability of reaction to fire performance - Classes of fire-retardant treated wood products in interior and 
exterior end use applications

EN 1309-1:1997 1997-04-23 Round and sawn timber - Method of measurement of dimensions - Part 1: Sawn timber

EN 15146:2006 2006-12-13 Solid softwood panelling and cladding - Machined profiles without tongue and groove
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Reference Date Title

EN 13696:2008 2008-12-10 Wood flooring - Test methods to determine elasticity and resistance to wear and impact resistance

EN 1309-3:2018 2018-01-24 Round and sawn timber - Methods of measurements - Part 3: Features and biological degradations

EN 12249:1999 1999-06-23 Sawn timber used in pallets - Permitted deviations and guidelines for dimensions

EN 13489:2023 2023-07-05 Wood-flooring and parquet - Multi-layer parquet elements

EN 14298:2017 2017-10-25 Sawn timber - Assessment of drying quality

EN 13756:2018 2018-09-12 Wood flooring and parquet - Terminology

EN 1316-2:2012 2012-10-17 Hardwood round timber - Qualitative classification - Part 2: Poplar

CEN/TS 15676:2007 2007-11-21 Wood flooring - Slip resistance - Pendulum test

EN 1927-1:2008 2008-03-26 Qualitative classification of softwood round timber - Part 1: Spruces and firs

EN 1312:1997 1997-02-19 Round and sawn timber - Determination of the batch volume of sawn timber

CEN/TS 15680:2007 2007-11-28 Prefabricated timber stairs - Mechanical test methods

EN 13307-1:2006 2006-11-08 Timber blanks and semi-finished profiles for non-structural uses - Part 1: Requirements

CEN/TS 15717:2008 2008-04-16 Parquet flooring - General guideline for installation

CEN/TS 14464:2010 2010-07-21 Sawn timber - Method for assessment of case-hardening

EN 14951:2006 2006-03-15 Solid hardwood panelling and cladding - Machined profiles elements

EN 1927-2:2008 2008-03-26 Qualitative classification of softwood round timber - Part 2: Pines

CEN/TS 15679:2007 2007-11-28 Thermal Modified Timber - Definitions and characteristics

EN 1316-1:2012 2012-10-17 Hardwood round timber - Qualitative classification - Part 1: Oak and beech

CEN/TS 12169:2008 2008-01-30 Criteria for the assessment of conformity of a lot of sawn timber

EN 16449:2014 2014-03-12 Wood and wood-based products - Calculation of the biogenic carbon content of wood and conversion to 
carbon dioxide

EN 14519:2005 2005-12-21 Solid softwood panelling and cladding - Machined profiles with tongue and groove

EN 975-2:2004 2004-07-07 Sawn timber - Appearance grading of hardwoods - Part 2: Poplars

EN 975-1:2009 2009-03-18 Sawn timber - Appearance grading of hardwoods - Part 1: Oak and beech

EN 1927-3:2008 2008-03-26 Qualitative classification of softwood round timber - Part 3: Larches and Douglas fir

EN 16485:2014 2014-03-26 Round and sawn timber - Environmental Product Declarations - Product category rules for wood and wood-
based products for use in construction

EN 14076:2013 2013-12-11 Timber stairs - Terminology

EN 1438:1998 1998-08-19 Symbols for timber and wood-based products

EN 942:2007 2007-03-14 Timber in joinery - General requirements

EN 17009:2019 2019-03-13 Flooring of lignified materials other than wood - Characteristics, assessment and verification of constancy of 
performance and marking

EN 13488:2002 2002-12-18 Wood flooring - Mosaic parquet elements

EN 844:2019 2019-08-28 Round and sawn timber - Terminology

EN 1910:2016 2016-04-27 Wood flooring and wood panelling and cladding - Determination of dimensional stability

EN 15644:2008 2008-12-10 Traditionally designed prefabricated stairs made of solid wood - Specifications and requirements

EN 13990:2004 2004-02-11 Wood flooring - Solid softwood floor boards
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Work Programme
Project Title Forecasted 

voting date

prEN 13556 rev(WI=00175204) Round and sawn timber - Nomenclature of timbers used in Europe 2026-04-10

prEN 13696 rev(WI=00175206) Wood flooring - Test methods to determine elasticity and resistance to wear and impact resistance 2029-03-23

prEN 13756 rev(WI=00175207) Wood flooring and parquet - Terminology  

prEN 14342 rev(WI=00175205) Wood flooring and parquet - Characteristics, evaluation of conformity and marking 2028-04-10

prEN 14519(WI=00175198) Solid softwood panelling and cladding - Machined profiles with tongue and groove 2026-04-03

prEN 14951(WI=00175199) Solid hardwood panelling and cladding - Machined profiles 2026-04-06

prEN 15146(WI=00175196) Solid softwood panelling and cladding - Machined profiles without tongue and groove 2026-04-06

prEN 16449 rev(WI=00175203) Wood and wood-based products - Calculation of the biogenic carbon content of wood and conversion to 
carbon dioxide

 

prEN 16485(WI=00175181) Round and sawn timber - Environmental Product Declarations - Product category rules for wood and 
wood-based products for use in construction

2025-02-27

prEN 16755(WI=00175197) Classes of fire-retardant treated wood products in interior and exterior end use applications – Reaction to 
fire performance

2026-04-06

prEN 1910 rev(WI=00175201) Wood flooring and wood panelling and cladding - Determination of dimensional stability 2024-04-08

(WI=00175202) Product Category Rules (PCR) for wood flooring including parquet 2028-04-10
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EOS Organisation 2024/2025
Board of Directors: 

EOS President
Herbert Jöbstl – Stora Enso (AT)

EOS Vice-President Softwood
Ernest Schilliger – Schilliger Holz (CH)

EOS Vice-President Hardwood 
Maria Kiefer-Polz – European Hardwood Production (AT)

EOS Board Members
Kristaps Klauss – Latvian Forest Industry Federation (LV)
Nicolas Douzain-Didier – Fédération Nationale du Bois (FR) 
Mathias Fridholm - Skogsindustrierna (SE)
Stephan Lang – Rettenmeier (DE). Replaced from January 2024 by Carsten Merforth – Mercer International (DE)
Tino Aalto – Sahateollisuus ry (FI)
Ciprian Musca – Asfor (RO)
Thomas Sève – Monnet-Sève SA (FR)

Honorary Board Member
Jean-Claude Sève - Monnet-Sève SA (FR)

Honorary Presidents
Hans Michael Offner - Johann Offner Holzindustrie GmbH (AT)
Sampsa J. Auvinen – Board Professional (LV)

EOS Secretariat

Secretary General: Silvia Melegari (silvia.melegari@eos-oes.eu)
Economic Affairs Director: Diego Benedetti (diego.benedetti@eos-oes.eu)
Director of Public Affairs: Paul Brannen (paul.brannen@cei-bois.org) 
Technical Advisor: Andrew Norton (andrew.norton@cei-bois.org)

EOS Secretariat - Offices

EOS is located, together with CEI-Bois, 
at Rue Montoyer 40 in Brussels, Belgium. 
Members and partners are always welcome 
to visit our facilities when in Brussels.
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EOS Member Federations – May 2025

 AUSTRIA 

	 Fachverband der Holzindustrie Österreichs
	 Schwarzenbergplatz 4, PF 123
	 AT-1037 Wien
	 +43 1 712 26 01-0
	www.holzindustrie.at 
	 office@holzindustrie.at 

 BELGIUM

	 Confédération Belge du Bois – Belgische 
Houtconfederatie

	 Koningstraat/Rue Royale 163
	 B-1210 Brussel/Bruxelles
	 +32 2 219 27 43
	 www.confederationbois.be – www.houtconfederatie.be 
	 contact@houtconfederatie.be /  

contact@confederationbois.be

 DENMARK

	 DI – Dansk Traeindustrier
	 HC Andersens Boulevard 18
	 1553 København V
	 +45 3377 3411
	 https://dansketraeindustrier.dk/ 
	 siab@di.dk

 FINLAND

	 Sahateollisuus ry
	 Säästöpankinranta 4 C 24
	 FI-00530 HELSINKI
	 +358 20 7790960
	 www.sahateollisuus.com 
	 info@sahateollisuus.com

 FRANCE

	 FNB – Fédération Nationale du Bois
	 6, Rue François 1er

	 FR-75008 Paris
	 +33 1 56 69 52 00
	 www.fnbois.com 

 GERMANY

	 DeSH-Deutsche Säge-und Holzindustrie 
Bundesverband e.V.i.Gr.

	 Chausseestraße 99
	 D-10115 Berlin
	 +49 30 2061 3990 0
	 https://zukunft-holz.de/ 
	 info@zukunft-holz.de

 LATVIA

	 Latvian Timber Producers and Exporters 
Association

	 Skaistkalnes street 1
	 LV-1044 Riga
	 +371 29 47 38 57
	 http://www.latviantimber.lv/ 
	 kristaps.klauss@latvianwood.lv 

 NORWAY

	 Treindustrien
	 Middelthuns gate 27, 0368 Oslo
	 +47 920 93 301
	 www.treindustrien.no/
	 helene.amundsen@treindustrien.no
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 ROMANIA

	 ASFOR – Associatia Forestielor Din România
	 SOS. Pipera 46A, sector 2
	 RO-020112 Bucarest
	 +40 21 2333705, +40 31 8054121
	 https://asfor.ro/ 
	 contact@asfor.ro 

 SWEDEN

	 SFIF – Swedish Forest Industries Federation
	 Storgatan 19
	 SE-102 04 Stockholm
	 +46 (0)8-762 72 60
	 http://www.forestindustries.se/

 SWITZERLAND

	 HIS – Holzindustrie Schweiz
	 Helvetiastrasse 17
	 CH-3000, Bern 6
	 +41 31 350 89 89
	 http://www.holz-bois.ch/home/
	 admin@holz-bois.ch

EOS Associate Member – May 2025
	 HS Timber Productions S.R.L.
	 Strada Grigore Alexandrescu Nr. 59, et. 2
	  Sector 1, 010623 Bucharest
 	 Romania
	 office@hs.ro
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The European Organisation 
of the Sawmill Industry (EOS) 
aisbl, an international non-profit 
association according to Belgian 
law, represents the interests on 
the European and international 
level of the sawmill industries 
from 11 European countries 
(Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Latvia, 
Norway, Romania, Sweden and 
Switzerland), producing about 
80% of the total European 
sawn wood output. The sector 
represents a turnover of around 
37 billion EUR and 16% of 
the overall woodworking and 
furniture industry in EU27.

The EOS secretariat extends its thanks to all persons and organisations that have contributed to the publication of this report.

Note: the information provided in Chapter 4 “Main results from the EOS Market Survey April 2025” as well as in the country reports is 
based on information supplied by the EOS member federations and may differ from the information included in other databases or 
reports. If the EOS member federations could not provide the required information, the EOS secretariat has used information derived 
from other sources in order to present the full picture.
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